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Baptists  boost  Thanksgiving  spirit 


Since  1877 


BILOXI,  Miss.  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  Ga.,  where  Johnny  Hunt  is  senior  pastor.  The  second  day 
Baptist  volunteers  gave  away  17,000  When  Bay  Vista  Church  told  them  about  away  ended  with  j 
Thanksgiving  turkeys  in  a  two-aay  event  the  plans  to  gve  awaj  a  massive  number  of  children  in  the  colis 
in  Biloxi  that  culminated  with  a  worship  turkeys  for  Thanksmving,  Hunt  was  eager  1  p.m.-5  p.m.,  folio 
service  featuring  Christian  music  artists  to  travel  down  and  w  a  part  of  the  effort.  then  a  message  by  1 
Newsong  and  Clay  Crosse,  country  music  Newsong,  Crosse,  and  Wills  also  got  ed  about  2,500  peof 
singer  Mark  Wills,  and  a  message  by  word  and  wanted  to  help,  Clifton  said.  "He  preached  abc 

Georgia  pastor  Johrmy  Hunt  on  Nov.  21-22.  From  10  a.m.-6  p.m.  on  Nov.  21,  Bay  still  in  the  life-chani 
"Our  community  lost  more  than  20,000  Vista  Church  and  other  volunteers  hand-  said  of  Hunt.  "He  tall 
jobs  after  Hurricane  Katrina,  so  I  knew  that  ed  out  about  9,000  turkeys.  Traffic  was  how  God  had  change 
there  was  a  good  possibility  “that  20,000  fam-  snarled  all  around  the  coliseum  and  lines  wanted  to  change  tl 
ilies  would  appreciate  having  a  turkey  for  were  long,  but  families  with  few  posses-  testimony,  he  was  al 
Thanksgiving,'^  Kevin  Clifton,  pastor  of  Bay  sions  left  with  the  main  dish  for  a  tradi-  them,  and  we  had  ab 
Vista  Church  in  Biloxi,  told  Baptist  Press.  tional  Thanksgiving  meal.  The  highlight  of 

Over  the  course  of  a  few  months,  the  In  the  first  hour  alone  Monday  morning,  was  the  lesson  G( 
church  was  an  operations  center  for  the  600  turkeys  were  distributed,  according  to  through  the  settir 
distribution  of  more  than  four  million  The  Sun  Herald  newspaper  in  Biloxi.  behind  the  stage  wh 

pounds  of  food  to  needy  families,  and  as  The  turkeys,  weigning  12-15  pounds,  and  Hunt  preache 
Thanksgiving  approached,  the  members  were  limited  to  one  per  car,  and  Gospel  Casino  Broadwater  ] 
began  to  catch  a  vision  for  giving  away  tracts  accompanied  them  when  they  a  Holiday  Inn  buil< 
free  turkeys  to  those  families  in  a  contin-  reached  the  hands  of  local  residents.  If  the  the  Hurricane  Katrii 
ued  effort  to  show  the  love  of  Christ.  people  needed  prayer,  volunteers  took  time  "The  backdrop 

So  Bay  Vista  Church  ^read  the  word,  to  meet  individually  with  them  as  well.  was  the  fact  that  J 
and  in  the  end,  about  200  Christian  orga-  "It  was  amazing  to  hear  their  deep  your  house  on  si 
nizations  had  contributed  money  to  the  appreciation  and  their  awe  that  church-  when  a  storm  comei 
project.  A  man  in  Virginia  gave  the  es  would  be  that  committed  to  them,  not  he  said.  "Build  it  or 
church  a  check  for  $75,000  to  get  them  ever  knowing  them,  not  having  met  While  communib 
started,  and  the  church  gave  another  them,"  Clifton  said  of  the  recipients,  ful'  to  receive  free  t 
$25,000  from  its  disaster  reuef  fund.  "They  knew  what  kind  of  money  nad  to  were  glad  to  minist 

The  next  feat  was  accomplished  when  be  spent  in  order  to  pull  that  off.  It's  their  physical  neec 
Bay  Vista  Church  was  granted  permission  been  interesting  to  hear  people  who  do  organizers  hope  pe 
to  use  the  local  Mississippi  Coast  not  go  to  church  say, 'If  it  weren't  for  the  portion  of  the  idea  tf 
Coliseum  as  a  site  for  distributing  the  churches,  we  wouldn't  have  made  it.'"  foundation  on  whicl 
turkeys.  The  complex  was  heavily  dam-  In  fact,  Clifton  said  Mississippi  Gov.  "We  wanted  to  s 

aged  by  the  hurricane,  ljut  in  preparation  Haley  Barbour,  who  is  Presbyterian,  has  to  build  their  lives, 
for  the  handout,  volunteers  from  several  credited  Baptists  with  getting  the  state  had  been  building 
states  brought  in  machinery  and  manpow-  back  on  its  feet  through  their  tireless  efforts  casinos,  and  we  w 
er  to  clear  debris  and  ensure  that  the  park-  in  feeding  multitudes  and  giving  their  time  show  them  that  it's 
ing  lot  could  handle  the  massive  crowds  and  money  to  clean  up  entire  communities,  that  can  supply  all 
that  would  come  to  pick  up  a  free  turkey.  "He  said  everywhere  he  went  he  ing  to  His  riches.  Tl 
Members  of  Bay  Wsta  Church  had  devel-  saw  Baptists  out  there  on  the  hedges  "These  casinos  ( 
oped  a  friendship  with  Jim  Law,  an  associ-  and  highways,  so  we  were  thankful  to  knowledge,  one  tru 
ate  pastor  at  First  Church  in  »Woodstock,  be  a  part  of  it,"  Clifton  said.  truckload  of  water 


Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  The  Baptist  Record  to 
50  issues  per  year,  the  newspa¬ 
per  will  not  publish  on 
Thursday,  December  29.  A  spe¬ 
cial  edition  will  be  published 
on  January  5  and  will  not  be 
available  for  church  news. 
Therefore,  all  church  news  that 
needs  to  be  published  before 
the  issue  of  January  1 2  must  be 
printed  in  the  issues  of 
December  15  or  December  22. 

The  deadline  for  the  issue  of 
December  1 5  is  the  close  of  busi¬ 
ness  on  December  8.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  the  issue  of  December  22 
is  the  close  of  business  on 
December  15.  The  deadline  for 
the  issue  of  January  12  is  the 
close  of  business  on  January  5. 


Woodward  takes  P/LD  post  at  MBCB 


Association  and  recipient  of  ttie  "If  you  mecisure  the  time  in 
B.F.  Smith  Scholarship  Award  hours  and  da^  that  has  been 
for  die  ministerial  student  with  spent  in  search  for  the  Pastor/ 
the  highest  academic  average.  Leadership  Development  Dir- 
He  was  licensed  by  ector,  it  appears  to  be  a  long 
Allapattah  Church  in  Miami  time;  if  you  measure  the 
and  ordained  by  Llniversity  search  in  leadership  potential. 
Church  in  Fiattiesburg.  Since  then  the  time  has  been  well 
1970,  he  has  pastured  (lurches  spent.  Alan  Woodward  comes 
in  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  and  to  us  with  a  pastor's  heart  and 
Mississippi,  including  First  with  a  proven  record  of  min- 
Church,  Ellisville,  since  1982.  Sone  said. 

\  Woodward  has  been  mar-  'lam  delighted  to  be  a  part  of 

ried  for  36  years  to  the  for-  the  MBCB  ramily,"  Woodward 
mer  Frances  Marie  Wright  of  said.  "For  several  months  God 
Hattiesburg,  and  they  have  has  been  prcHnpting  me  toward 
three  adult  sons.  servii^  him  througji  this  min- 

Steve  Stone,  MBCB  associ-  istry.  My  goal  is  to  strengthen 
ate  executive  director  for  the  wofx  m  pastors  and  church- 
church  growth,  said  he  is  es  throi^  me  wise 
happy  to  welcome  Woodward  tion  of  t&  resources  at  our  dis- 
after  an  exhaustive  search  for  posaL  We  want  to  hd^  in  what- 
the  person  God  chose  to  sue-  ever  way  we  can.  Pray  far  us, 
ceea  Buckles.  and  call  on  us." 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
Charles  Alan  Woodward,  long¬ 
time  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Ellisville,  has  joined  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  as  Pastor/ 
LeadersMp  Development 
(P/LD)  Director.  He  r^laces 
Matt  Buckles,  who  resigned  to 
accept  the  c^  to  pastor  First 
Church,  Vicksburg. 

Woodward,  who  Wcis  bom 
in  Gadsden,  Al.,  and  grew  up  in 
Miami,  holds  a  bachelor  of  <irts 
degree  from  Baptist-affiliated 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg;  a  master  of  mvini- 
ty  degiw  from  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.;  and 
a  doctor  of  theology  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

While  at  William  Carey 
College,  Woodward  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  school's  Ministerial 
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Commentary  on  the  recent  action  of 
the  Mississippi  Legislature  and 
Governor  approving  land-based 
gambling  has  filled  this  space,  as  well  as 
letters  to  the  editor  space,  in  The  Baptist 
Record  for  several  weeks.  Public  officials 
and  others  who  fought  against  the  move 
have  been  praised  on  the  pages  of  this 
news  journal,  while  the  gambling /polit¬ 
ical  complex  in  Mississippi  has  been 
parmed. 

Readers  have  responded  with  their 
opinions  botn  for  and  against  the 
gambling  legislation  and  the 
manner  in  which  The  Baptist 
Record  has  covered  the  issue. 

That  is  as  it  should  be.  People 
around  the  world  even  today  will 
struggle  —  and  some  will  die  — 
seekmg  the  rights  we  too  often 
take  for  granted.  We  should  all 
pause  ana  thank  God  for,  among 
nis  many  blessings  to  us,  our  con¬ 
stitutionally-guaranteed  right  of 
free  speech  in  this  country.  Where 
would  we  be  without  it? 

Most  people  in  the  state  now 
know  the  position  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
on  gambung.  After  all,  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
convention  have  passed  no  less  than  13  res¬ 
olutions  over  the  years  in  opposition  of 
gambling  in  any  form. 

That  doesn't  mean  every  single 
Mississippi  Baptist  adheres  to  the  positions 
of  their  convention;  anyone  who  knows 
anything  about  Baptists  laiows  we  are  not 
governed  by  a  centralized  ecclesiastical 
authority  that  governs  our  every  action 
and  punishes  wayward  members. 


However,  those  13  resolutions  do  mean 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  as  a  co^orate  body 
of  believers  nave  staked  a  position  on  this 
important  issue  and  intend  to  exercise  our 
rignt  to  be  heard.  That  is  as  it  should  be,  too. 

Unfortunately,  many  Mississippi 
Baptists  did  not  take  tne  ^portunity 
afforded  to  them  by  the  U.S.  Constitution 
and  through  their  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  to  join  opposition  to  the  land- 
based  casino  measu;^-  and  speak  out 
against  it.  As  a  result,  die  effort  to  prevent 
the  expansion  of  gambling  was  not  as  pow¬ 
erful  cmd  effective  as  it  could  have  been. 
The  same  is  true  of  other  important  issues 
that  have  come  before  our  lawmakers. 

Those  are  those  in  politics  and  the  news 
media  who  do  not  believe  that  people  of 
faith  have  any  standing  in  the  public  mar¬ 
ketplace  of  ideas.  They  would  prefer  that 
we  limit  religion  to  our  picturesque  little 
church  buildmgs  and  stop  interfenng  with 
their  plans  to  secularize  the  country. 

Just  imagine,  though,  if  10,000 
Mississippi  Baphsts  had  appeared  on  the 
south  lawn  of  the  New  Capitol  in  Jackson 
to  protest  the  gambling  Expansion.  Just 
imagine  if  100,000  Mississippi  Baptists  ral¬ 
lied  against  the  curse  of  legalized  abortion. 
Just  imagine  if  200,000  Baptists  turned  out 
to  oppose  alcohol  sales. 

With  more  than  717,000  Mississippi 
Baptists,  the  sky's  the  limit.  Perhaps  then 
we  would  be  taken  seriously  on  the  issues 
that  mean  so  much  to  us. 

Disappointed  when  the  city  issued  a 
zoning  variance  that  allowed  a  "gentle¬ 
man's  club"  to  open  in  your  neighbor¬ 
hood?  Religious  people  could  have  an 
impact  on  that  decision.  Don't  like  that 
huge  liquor  store  within  sight  of  your 


child's  elementary  school?  That  too  could 
have  been  prevented  if  enough  Mississmpi 
Baptists  and  other  concerned  groups  had 
stood  in  unison.  Disgusted  with  the  new 
land-based,  24-hour  casino  now  open  next 
door  to  your  home?  We  all  get  the  picture. 

As  one  Mississippi  legislator  who  voted 
against  the  gambling  expansion  said,  "It 
was  disheartening  to  look  up  in  the  gallery 
(public  seating  above  the  legislative  cham¬ 
bers)  and  see  dozens  of  gambling  lobbyists 
and  only  four  Baptists.'^ 

It  should  be  the  other  way  around. 
Legislators  who  dare  oppose  the  powerful 
gambling/politicarcomplex  should  be  able 
to  look  up  to  the  gallery  and  see  that  space 
packed  to  standing-room-only  with 
Mississippi  Baptists  and  like-minded 
groups  committM  to  the  moral  and  spiritu¬ 
al  well-being  of  the  state  and  its  citizens. 

Such  individual  and  collective  action  is 
well  worth  the  sacrifice  of  a  vacation  day 
or  two  from  work.  It's  well  worth  teaming 
with  other  concerned  parents  to  make  sure 
the  children  are  cared  for  while  as  many  of 
us  as  possible  are  making  our  voices  heard 
on  the  day  of  the  important  vote.  It's  well 
worth  getting  out  on  a  cold,  rainy  day  in 
Januaty  to  be  a  part  of  the  future  of  our 
state.  It's  well  worth  making  the  effort  to 
vote,  ourselves. 

Don't  be  intimidated  by  those  who  call 
us  names  and  ridicule  our  sincerity.  Don't 
be  offended  by  those  who  turn  their  backs 
on  us.  Don't  lyorry  about  being  marginal¬ 
ized  by  those  who  don't  believe  like  we 
do.  Just  take  action  and  be  a  part  of  mak¬ 
ing  Mississippi  a  better  place  for  all  of  us 
to  live. 

If  we  don't,  as  the  old  saying  goes,  we'll 
get  the  government  we  deserve. 


How  legislators  voted  on  land-based  gambling  (HB  45) 

‘  denotes  member  of  a  Mississippi  Baptist  church 


House  of  Representatives 

Simpeon  Jr.,  James* 

Pass  Christian 

120 

Montgomery,  Pat 

Pontotoc 

15 

Harden,  Alice 

Jackson 

28 

YEA-BO  (for  land-baaod  gambling) 

Smilh.  Clayton* 

Brandon 

59 

Moss.  Harvey* 

Corinth 

2 

Hewes  III,  William 

Gulfport 

49 

Name 

City 

DistticI 

Smith,  Ferr 

Carthage 

27 

Nicholson.  Biiy* 

Little  Rock 

78 

Hohm,  John 

Jackson 

26 

AKins.  Noal* 

Oxtord 

12 

SrKiwden,  Greg* 

Meridian 

83 

Parker,  Deryk* 

Lucedale 

107 

Huggins,  Bunky 

Greenwood 

14 

Bailey.  Willie 

GreenviHe 

49 

Staples.  Gary 

Laurel 

88 

Reed,  Dannie* 

Ackerman 

35 

Jackson.  Robert 

Marks 

11 

Baker,  Mark 

Brandon 

74 

Straughtar,  Rufus 

Beizoni 

51 

Reyrxilds,  Tommy* 

Water  Valley 

33 

Jackson  II,  Sampson 

DeKal) 

32 

Banks.  Earle 

Jackson 

67 

Thomas,  Sara 

Indianda 

31 

Robinson,  Eric* 

Quitman 

84 

Jordan,  David 

Greenwood 

24 

Bentz,  Lsonard 

Biloxi 

116 

Upshaw.  Jessica 

Diamorxlhead 

95 

Rogers.  Margaret 

New  Albany 

14 

Kirby,  Dean* 

Pearl 

30 

Blacknxm  Jr.,  Edward 

Canton 

57 

Watson,  Percy 

Hattiesburg 

103 

Rogers,  Ray 

Pearl 

61 

Lae,  EzaH* 

Picayune 

47 

Broomfield.  Billy 

Moss  Point 

110 

Whittington,  May 

Schlater 

34 

Rotenberry,  Clinton* 

Merxlenhall 

22 

Michel,  Walter 

Jackson 

25 

Brown.  Cedi 

Jackson 

66 

Woods,  Tommy 

Byhaia 

52 

Smith,  JeT 

Columbus 

39 

MoHat,  Tommy 

Gautier 

52 

Burnett.  Clara 

Tunica 

9 

Yourrg  Sr..  Charles 

Meridian 

82 

Stringer.  Johnny 

Montrose 

87 

Morgan,  Ed* 

Hattiesburg 

45 

Calhoun,  Credell 

Jackson 

68 

Zuber  III.  Hank 

Ocean  Springs 

113 

Suiivan,  Preston* 

Okolona 

22 

Posey,  Lynn* 

Urtion  Church 

36 

Cartton,  Virginia* 

Columbia 

100 

Turner,  Jerry 

Baktwyn 

16 

Robertson,  Tommy 

Moss  Poirit 

51 

Claik.  Bryant 

Pickens 

47 

NAY-53  (against  lanO-baaad  gambling) 

Vince,  Robert 

Sandy  Hook 

99 

Ross.  Charlie 

Brandon 

20 

Claike,  Alyce 

Jackson 

69 

Name 

City 

Distrid 

Walley.  Shaun* 

LeakesviHe 

105 

Simmons.  William 

Cleveland 

13 

Coleman,  LitKia 

Mound  Bayou 

29 

Aldridge,  Brian* 

Tupelo 

17 

Ward.  Greg 

Ripley 

4 

Thames.  Billy* 

Mize 

34 

Coleman,  Mary 

Jackson 

65 

Arirxler,  Tracy 

Morton 

75 

Warren.  Joe 

Mt.  Olivs 

90 

Walls  Jr.,  Johnnie 

Greenville 

12 

Compretta,  J,P. 

Bay  St.  Louis 

122 

Baker.  Larry* 

Sanatobia 

8 

Weathersby,  Tom* 

Florence 

62 

Williamson,  Gloria 

Philadelphia 

18 

Davis,  Lae  Jarrell 

Hattiesburg 

102 

Bamatt.  Jim 

Brookhaven 

92 

Wais-Smith,  Carmel* 

Pascagoula 

111 

Dadeaux,  Dirk* 

GuHport 

95 

Beckett.  Jkn* 

Bruce 

23 

NAY-21  (against  land-baaad  gambling) 

Denny,  Bill 

Jackson 

64 

Bondurant.  Sidney 

Grenada 

24 

PRESENT 

Name 

City 

District 

Espy  III,  Henry 

Clarksdale 

26 

Bounds.  Scott* 

Phiadalphia 

44 

ESs,  Tyrone 

Starkville 

38 

Browning,  Nickey 

Pontotoc 

3 

Evans,  James 

Jackson 

70 

Buck,  Kelvin 

Hoiy  Springs 

5 

Parkins  Sr.,  William 

Greenwood 

32 

Bryan,  Hob* 

Amory 

7 

Flaggs  Jr.,  George 

Vicksburg 

55 

Chism,  Gary* 

Columbus 

37 

Butler,  Kelvin 

Magnolia 

38 

Fredericks.  Frarxxs 

GuHport 

110 

Cummings.  Ricky 

luka 

1 

NOT  VOTING 

Carmichael,  Videt* 

Meridian 

33 

Guice  Jr..  Daniel 

Ocean  Springs 

114 

Dickson.  Reecy 

Macon 

42 

Huddkiston,  Robert 

Sumner 

30 

Flowers.  Merle 

Southaven 

19 

Hamilton.  Frarrk 

Hurley 

109 

Eaton,  Bo* 

Tayiorsviie 

79 

Middloton.  Chuck 

-  Port  Gibson 

85 

Frazier,  Hillman 

Jackson 

27 

Harrison.  Esther 

Columbus 

41 

EHington.  Jim* 

Rayrrwnd 

73 

Scott,  Omeria 

Laurel 

80 

Gordon,  Jack* 

Okolona 

8 

Hinds  Sr..  John 

Greartville 

50 

FMingane.  Joey* 

Sumral 

101 

Shows.  Bobby* 

ElUsviHe 

89 

Hyde-Smith.  Cirxty* 

Brookhaven 

39 

HoHarxl.  Steve 

Plantersvile 

16 

Flaming,  Erik 

Jackson 

72 

Jackson,  Gary* 

French  Camp 

15 

Holloway  Sr..  Gregory 

Hazlahurst 

76 

Formby,  Mark* 

Picayune 

109 

ABSENT 

King  Jr..  Tom* 

Petal 

44 

Ishee,  Roger 

GuHport 

118 

Franks  Jr.,  Jamie 

MooreviHe 

19 

Maslerson.  Chester 

Vicksburg 

54 

Lee.  Perry* 

Metxfenhall 

35 

Janus.  Michael 

Biloxi 

117 

Frierson.  Herb* 

Poplarvile 

106 

LitHe.  Travis* 

Corinth 

4 

Johnson  III,  Robert 

Natchez 

94 

Gadd.  Jack 

Hickory  Flat 

13 

Metletel.  Nolan 

Sardis 

10 

Malone.  Bennett 

Carthage 

45 

aasx,  David 

«e« - -  ^ 

WMI  rOwK 

36 

Nunnelee.  Alan* 

Tupelo 

6 

Martinson.  Rita 

Madison 

58 

Gregory,  Jamas* 

LouisvMe 

43 

Mississippi  Senate 

Pickering.  Stacey* 

Soso 

42 

Mayhall  Jr..  W.T 

Southaven 

40 

Gunn.  Philip* 

dimon 

56 

YEA-29  (for  land-baaad  gambling) 

Thomas.  Joseph 

Yazoo  City 

21 

Mayo.  John 

Ctavkadde 

25 

HamHIon,  Eugene 

OiveBrwich 

6 

Name 

City 

_Dtehid 

ToMison,  Gray 

Oxford 

9 

MoM(.  Bobby* 

Bogue  ChHIo 

S3 

Home,  Steve* 

Meridian 

81 

AJbrillon.  Sid* 

Picayune 

40 

Turner,  Banriie 

West  Point 

16 

Moore.  John* 

Brarvkxi 

60 

Howal.  Bobby* 

Kimichaal 

46 

Brown,  Terry* 

Columbus 

17 

Walley.  Shannon* 

LeakesviHe 

43 

Morris.  Leonard 

BataeviHe 

11 

Hudson,  Joey* 

Montjceio 

91 

Burton,  Tarry 

Newton 

31 

Whito.  Richard* 

Terry 

29 

Myers,  David 

McComb 

98 

Jennings.  Warxta 

DeSoto 

7 

Chaney,  Mita 

Vicksburg 

23 

Wilemon  Jr.,  J.P. 

Belnxint 

5 

Norquist.  David 

davaland 

28 

Lon.  Mite* 

Petal 

104 

Claika,  Buck 

HoHandale 

22 

Patterson,  Randal 

Biloxi 

115 

Markham  J.B. 

G'wood  Springs 

20 

Cuevas.  Scotty 

Pass  Christian 

46 

PRESENT 

Peranich,  Diana 

Pass  Christian 

121 

McBride.  Warner* 

Courtiand 

10 

Davis,  Doug* 

Hsmarxio 

1 

Qollotl,  Tommy 

BHoxt 

50 

Read,  John* 

Gautier 

112 

McCoy.  BBy* 

Rienzi 

3 

Dawkins.  Dsbbie 

Pass  Christian 

48 

Reeves,  John* 

Jackson 

71 

Mias.  BM 

FuNon 

21 

Dearing,  Bob 

Natchez 

37 

ABSENT 

Robinson  Jr..  Waltsr 

Bolton 

63 

Mims  V,  Sam 

McComb 

97 

Doxey,  Ralph 

Hotly  Springe 

2 

Harvey.  BHIy* 

Prentiss 

41 

Nj/ 
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iPN^lHE  VVlTC  H  rNQTHE^RjpROBl 


for  Narnia  premiere 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  said.  He 
The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Witch  a 
Wardrobe  began  intriguing  have  the 
readers  well  before  the  era  of  "How 
spectacular  multimillion-dollar  greater  i 
Hollywood  special  effects  or  unchurd 
sophisticated  websites  available  due  to  tl 
to  anyone  with  Internet  access.  Chnstiai 
On  Dec.  9,  both  longtiine  fans  For  v: 
and  people  unfamiliar  with  CS.  with  the 
Lewis'  famous  fable  will  have  the  site  offei 
opportunity  to  see  it  recounted  filmmak 
witti  world-class  technology  on  characte 
giant  screens  around  the  world.  tionally 
LifeWay's  e-business  group,  the  bool 
meanwhile,  is  bringing  aspects  McCI 
of  The  Lion,  the  \^^tch  ana  the  hires  hz 
Wardrobe  to  smaller  screens  illustrati 
with  its  website  dedicated  to  and  otl 
providing  background  on  would 
Lewis  and  insights  into  the  unfamil 
multiple  Christian  allegories  examine 
worked  into  his  story. 

"We  believe  providing  conver¬ 
sation  starters  and  otiier  sugges¬ 
tions  for  discussing  the  film  will 
help  generate  opportunities  for  ^ 

one  to  share  their  faith  with  a  j 

friend  or  colleague,"  said  Gary  yA 

McClure,  LifeWay's  e-business 
marketing  manager.  "Simply  put, 

LifeWay's  site  is  the  Chnstian's 
complement  to  Namiaeom." 

McClure  said  LifeWay.com/  In  ad 

Narnia  is  a  dynamic  site  that  e-  the  web 
business  plans  to  continue  giveawc 
updating  throughout  the  film's  "The 
run  in  theaters  and  eventual  Wardrol 
rental  availability.  The  site  also  mate  fr 
will  serve  as  a  resource  for  the  McClur 
subsequent  Chronicles  of  introdu 
Narnia  films, ,  which  Disney  movie 
already  has  announced  as  the  enough 
biggest  film  project  in  its  history,  books  u 
OfeWay.com/Namia  features  "Life 
numerous  resources,  including  trusted 
information  about  the  movie,  uals 
b<x)ks,  music  and  Christian  per-  a  Christ 
spectives.  McClure  said  he  is  C.S.  1 
especially  '  excited  by  the  free  fessor  a 
interactive  Webinar,  or  online  ible  rou 
seminar,  that  helps  viewers  the  "In 
understand  the  Christian  J.R.R.  T( 
themes  throughout  the  film.  of  the  R 

As  the  potential  Narnia  movie  Bom 

frenzy  ensues,  LifeWay  will  offer  Belfast, 
resources  through  LifeWay  ardent 
Chris^n  Stores,  Broadmcin  &  sionto 
Holm^  and  LifeWay.com  that  33.  Hi; 
will  address  the  questions  and  series  c 
other  ne^s  of  average  viewers  works 
cis  well  cis  ministry  leaders.  widely 

With  2004's  The  Passion  of  elemer 
The  Christ,  it  became  apparent  Lew 
that  major  Hollywood  produc-  22,  19f 
tions  can  have  a  profoundly  Presid 
Christian  impact,  McClure  was  as 
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Killer  executed 

SAN' A,  Yemen  (BP)  —  A  Muslim  militant  connected  to  the  2002 
murders  of  three  Souttrem  Baptist  medical  workers  in  Yemen 
was  executed  Nov.  27.  Ali  al-Jarallah  was  blindfolded  and  shot  in 
the  courtyard  of  the  central  prison  in  San'a,  Yemen's  capital, 
according  to  the  Associated  Fiess  and  other  news  services.  Al- 
Jarallah  was  ccmvicted  and  sentenced  to  death  in  2(^  for  plot¬ 
ting  the  medical  workers'  deaths  and  fw  die  assassmation  of  a 
prominent  national  politician,  Yemeru  Socialist  Party  lea^r 
farallah  Omar.  Yemeni  autirorities  said  Al-Jarallah  planned  ttre 
Dec.  30, 2002,  attack  on  the  former  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  carried 
out  by  gurunan  Abed  Abdul  Razak  Kamel.  Kamel  walked  into 
the  hospital  compound  that  day  and  shot  and  killed  hospital 
director  William  I^hn,  physician  Martha  Myers  and'purchasine 
agent  Katfdeen  Gariety.  A  pharmacist  was  seriously  woundrf 
but  later  recovered.  Kamel,  iso  convicted  and  sentenced  to  dea* 
for  the  murders,  remains  in  prison.  No  date  has  been  set  for  his 
execution.  Kamel  admitted  m  court  to  coordinating  the  attack 
wittr  al-Jarallah.  Yemeni  officials  believe  both  are  ti^  to  ffie  al 
Qaeda  terrorist  network.  Police  reported  finding  audiota^  of  al 
Qaeda  leader  Osama  bin  Laden  in  Kamel's  home  after  me  min¬ 
ders.  The  Jibla  hospital  provided  care  for  ttunisarKis  of  people  in 
the  impoverisl^  NfidcUe  Eastern  nation  for  more  than  30  years 
after  it  was  started  by  Southern  Baptist  workers.  Reopened  in 
early  20cb  by  the  Yemeni  govemmgit' s  health  ministry,  it  contin¬ 
ues  its  healing  work  unOCT  ffie  name  Peace  Hospital  but  is  ik) 
longer  forma%  associated  wiffi  Southern  Baptists. 


The  Mississippi  Missionary  Parents  Fellowship  meets  at  Camp  Garaywa 
in  Clinton.  Formed  in  August,  1995,  it  is  the  only  known  group  of  its  kind. 


Sales  of  ten  acres  of  land  owned  by  Clarke  College  and  plans  to  honor 
five  long-time  state  convention  agency  heads  were  among  business  mat¬ 
ters  passed  by  messengers  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  based 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  for  more  than  a  century,  may  move  elsewhere  rather 
than  submit  to  city  taxation. 
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STRETCfflNG  THE  RUBBER  BAND 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Ckxi  in  your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  fre^om  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 


How  far  can  you  stretch  a 
rubber  band?  Of  course,  the 
answer  to  that  question 
depends  on  the  size  and  the 
strength  of  the  rubber  band  you 
have.  Every  morning  as  I  go  out 
to  get  my  paper,  it  is  neatly 
rolled  up  and  held  together  by 
a  rubber  band.  Some  days 
when  the  newspaper  is  small 
and  there  is  not  too  much  ten¬ 
sion  it  does  its  work.  Other 
days  when  the  paper  is  big  and 
the  ads  are  numerous  it  is 
stretched  close  to  the  max.  In 
either  case  there  it  is  doing  its 
job  and  doing  it  well. 

I  got  to  thinking  about  rubber 
bands  and  how  far  you  can 
stretch  them,  so  I  did  a  little 
research  trying  '  to  find  out 
where  they  came  from  and  who 
came  up  with  the  idea.  I  discov¬ 
ered  at  least  three  men,  who 
supposedly  invented  the  rubber 
band,  and  probably  if  I  had  kept 
looking  I  would  have  found  otn- 
ers  who  made  the  same  claim. 

In  America  back  in  the  mid- 
1800s  the  first  patent  was 
issued  for  a  rubber  band.  It 
seems  like  a  whole  bimch  of 
folks  came  up  with  a  great  idea 
all  at  once.  In  fact,  one  list  of 
the  top  ten  most  important 
inventions  in  history  included 
the  rubber  band.  I  know  for 
some  of  you  who  are  caught  up 
in  today's  high-tech  world  this 
invention  may  not  seem  that 
important.  However,  if  you 
print  off  enough  paper  about 
some  idea  that  you  aiscovered 
on  the  worldwide  web  you  will 
probably  need  to  put  a  rubber 
Dand  around  it  to  keep  it  all 
together.  As  I  was  thinking 
about  how  far  you  could 
stretch  a  rubber  band,  1 
thought  about  our  churches 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


that  financially  have  stretched 
and  stretchea  and  stretched 
again.  They  have  given  to  one 
need  after  another  and  one  spe¬ 
cial  offering  after  another  and 
seem  to  keep  on  stretching. 

The  rubber  band  is  made  for 
stretching  and  giving  to  do  its 
job.  As  I  was  researching  rub- 
Der  bands  I  found  out  that  what 
makes  them  able  to  do  what 
they  do  are  the  special  poly¬ 
mers  that  allow  them  to  be  elas¬ 
tic  and  become  bigger  than 
they  are  and  then  go  back  to 
their  original  position.  I  real¬ 
ized  that  is  a  good  thing  for  the 
rubber  band,  and  it  is  also  the 
way  God  made  His  people.  He 
made  us  to  stretch  and  to  give 
beyond  ourselves  not  to 
destroy  us  but  to  use  us.  I  have 
watched  as  individuals,  con¬ 
gregations,  associations,  and 
special  groups  have  given  as 
never  before.  Just  recently  it 
was  reported  in  the  paper  that 
Mississippi  continues  to  hold 
its  rankmg  as  number  one  in 
the  nation  for  charitable  giving. 
While  virtually  every  other 
state  in  the  nation  ranks  ahead 
of  us  in  per  capita  earnings,  we 
continue  to  give  like  no  one  else 
in  the  nation.  I  marvel  as  I  see 
the  outpouring  of  gifts  and  the 
stretching  that  takes  place  as 
week-by-week  people  give  of 
their  resources  to  sustain  the 
life  cmd  ministry  of  the  Lord's 


church  and  beyond  that  they 
give  significantly  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  that 
reaches  from  their  doorstep  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.  They  give 
as  a  special  need  arises  m  the 
local  community  or  to  a  need 
the  size  of  Katrina.  They  give  to 
special  mission  offerings  like 
Annie  Armstrong,  Margaret 
Lackey,  and  Lottie  Moon.  Then 
there  are  special  opportunities 
of  love  and  involvement  at  a 
revival,  some  community  crisis, 
or  mission  effort  and  people 
willing^  and  graciously  give 
again,  ^ey  stretch,  and  stretch, 
and  stretch,  and  stretch. 

That  led  me  to  my  thought 
about  how  far  can  a  rubber  band 
stretch?  It  is  possible  to  pull, 
push,  and  stretch  it  unhl  it 
Dieaks.  That  is  not  good!  While 
a  rubber  band  is  made  to  stretch, 
of  course,  it  does  have  its  limits 
and  no  doubt  so  do  we.  When 
you  are  putting  a  rubber  band 
around  a  large  Bvmdle  of  papers 
you  quickly  realize  how  far  it 
will  extend  without  doing  dam¬ 
age.  I  believe  that  God  guides 
Fus  people  into  gracious  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  giving  that  help  on  a 
large  scale  and  do  not  hurt.  I 
have  heard  people  say,  "We 
need  to  give  until  it  hurts."  I 
always  react  inwardly  because  I 
am  not  sure  that  is  the  way  it 
works.  The  people  who  stretch 
the  most  seem  to  be  the  people 


who  give  imtil  it  helps  and 
maybe  a  better  way  to  say  it  is 
"They  give  until  it  reels  good." 

As  you  approach  the  end  of 
the  year  witn  needs  in  your 
church,  across  our  Gulf  Coast, 
and  around  the  world,  I  want  to 
encourage  you  to  stretch  in  a 
God-guidea  way  and  give  to  the 
limits  of  great  joy.  While  the 
needs  in  our  state  are  great,  the 
needs  that  continue  around  the 
world  are  tremendous.  I  do  not 
want  you  to  give  until  you  break, 
because  if  you  think  about  it  then 
you  have  to  tie  the  rubber  band 
together  and  it  is  actually  shorter 
than  in  the  beginning  and  proba¬ 
bly  not  as  efficient  or  effective.  It 
is  interesting  though  as  we  think 
about  giving  that  while  we 
sometimes  want  to  limit  our  giv¬ 
ing  we  never  want  God  to  limit 
His  giving  towcird  us  in  anyway. 
He  reaches  into  new  realms  of 
sharing  with  us  beyond  our 
wildest  imagination. 

Finally,  I  thought  about  the 
riibber  band  that  may  have 
held  a  large  volume  of  paper 
together  and  when  it  is  taken 
off  it  returns  to  the  norm  only 
to  be  ready  to  be  used  again. 
What  a  beautiful  picture  of 
what  God  wants  to  do  with  us. 
At  times  He  pulls  us  to  our  lim¬ 
its  and  blesses  us  in  doing  so. 
He  uses  us  for  a  spiecial  task, 
allows  us  to  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  serving  Him,  and  then  He 
renews  us.  There  we  are  ready 
to  be  stretched  for  the  next  task 
He  has  for  us  and  the  next 
blessing  to  be  enjoyed.  Just 
remember  when  God  pulls  at 
you  He  is  not  doing  so  to  break 
you  but  to  bless  you. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Britain  OKs  partnerships;  pastor  acquitted 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


LONDON  (BP)  —  Gseat 
Britain  in  December  will 
become  the  latest ,  country  to 
liberalize  its  laws  fOT  homosex¬ 
ual  couples  when  it  legalizes 
same-sex  civil  partnerships. 

The  civil  partnerships  law, 
similar  to  civil  union  laws  in 
Vermont  and  Connecticut, 
grants  homosexual  couples  the 
legal  benefits  of  marriage  with¬ 
out  using  the  word  "marriage." 

Homosexual  coi^les  can 
begin  the  process  Dec.  5  by 
notifying  tne  British  govern¬ 
ment  ana,  after  a  15-day  wait¬ 
ing  period,  hold  their  civil 
partnership  ceremony. 

Unlike  me  United  States  — 
where  there  is  a  significant 
movement  to  ban  homosexual 
marriage  —  European  counties 


have  liberalized  their  laws  in 
recent  years  to  include  homo¬ 
sexual  couples.  Belgium,  the 
Netherlands  cmd  Spain  recog¬ 
nize  homosexual  marriage. 
Other  countries,  such  as 
Germany  and  Sweden,  grant 
same-sex  couples  at  least  some 
of  the  legal  benefits  of  marriage. 

Some  prominent  British 
homosexual  men  such  as  Elton 
John  and  George  Michael  say 
they  will  take  advantage  of  the 
law  and  hold  a  ceremony  with 
their  respective  partner. 

"I'm  sure  Kenny  and  I 
will  be  doing  the  old  legal 
thing,  but  we  won't  be  doing 
the  whole  veil  and  gown 
thing,"  Michael,  a  member 
of  the  1980s  group  Wham!, 
told  the  Associated  Press. 

Conservatives,  though,  say 
the  new  law  is  playing  word 
games.  "We  feel  that  it's  gay 
marriage  in  all  but  name,^' 
Mike  Judge,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  conservative  Christian 
Institute,  told  USA  Today.  "It 
changes  the  nature  of  what 
we  understand  marriage  to  be 
in  society:  ...  The  lifelong 
union  of  a  man  and  woman. ^ 


A  document  on  the  Christian 
Institute  further  states:  "[Ojnce 
marriage  has  been  equated 
with  such  unions,  where  will  it 
end?  If  two  men  can  'marry'  or 
'partner,'  why  stop  there?  If  all 
relationships  are  ^ual  surely 
the  bi-sexual  will  need  to 
'marry'  two  people." 

Meanwhile,  Sweden's 
Supreme  Court  Nov.  29  acquit¬ 
ted  Swedish  pastor  Ake  Green 
on  "hate  crimes"  charges,  rul¬ 
ing  that  he  did  not  break  the 
law  by  preaching  about  the 
biblical  view  of  homosexuality. 

Although  it  was  a  5-0  deci¬ 
sion,  a  lower  court  last  year 
gave  Green  a  one-month  jail 
sentence  for  his  sermon.  Tnat 
ruling  was  appealed.  The 
Swedish  law  prevents  criti¬ 
cism  of  homosexuals. 

The  case  was  watched  close¬ 
ly  worldwide  by  conservatives, 
who  warn  that  the  homosexual 
activist  movement  is  infringing 
on  religious  freedoms. 

"Voicing  one's  conscience  is 
a  fundamental  human  right*" 
Benjamin  Bull,  an  attorney 
with  the  conservative  Alliance 
Defense  Fund,  said  in  a  state¬ 


ment.  "This  is  a  huge  victory 
for  religious  liberty  every¬ 
where.  In  this  contest  between 
religious  freedom  and  the  rad¬ 
ical  homosexual  agenda,  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  prevailed." 

According  to  a  sermon 
transcript,  Greert  read  from 
Leviticus  18:22-30  and  then 
said,  "The  Bible  clearly  teach¬ 
es  about  these  abnprmalities. 
Sexual  abnormalities  are  a 
deep  cancerous  tumor  in  the 
entire  society." 

Green  also  quoted  1 
Corinthians  6:9-11  and  said 
homosexuals  can  have  free¬ 
dom  from  their  sin  through  a 
relationship  with  Christ:  'The 
Word  of  God  offers  power  to 
live  a  pure  life.  This  Bible  pas¬ 
sage  talks  about  what  they 
used  to  live  like  —  in  sexual 
immorality  and  adultery,  but 
they  were  washed  clean. 
Hallelujah!" 

The  sermon  transcript  is 
available  at  www.akegreen.org. 

For  more  information  about 
the  national  debate  over  gay  mar¬ 
riage  and  homosexual  rights, 
visit  http://www.bpnews.net/ 
samesexmarriage. 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive? 

Call  our  toll  free  quote  line  today...  we  can  help! 

Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  ratesi  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room.  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional:  Doctor's  office 
visits,  prescription  drugs. 

Hutton  insurance 


P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 


(877)232.0686 
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Pro  footballer  takes  on  Africa  AIDS  tragedy 


PHILADELPHIA  (BP)  —  In 
the  United  States,  the  death 
rate  from  Acquir^  Immune 
Deficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS) 
is  down,  and  the  quality  and 
length  of  life  for  patients  is 
up.  Many  Americans  have 
been  lulled  into  complacency 
about  the  disease,  various 
reports  indicate. 


It's 


a  different 
from  the  United 


story 


.  in 

Africa.  According  to  statistics 
ations,  near¬ 
ly  29  million  people  in  Africa 
have  died  from  AIDS-related 
causes  since  1981,  when  the 
disease  was  first  recognized, 
compared  to  about  501,000 
people  in  the  United  States  — 
including  about  3.1  million 
deaths  in  Africa  in  2004  versus 
15,000  in  the  States. 

While  no  figures  seem  to  be 
available  for  the  number  of 
American  children  orphaned  by 
AIDS,  in  Africa,  it's  at  least  13 
million  and  is  expected  to  rise  to 
perhaps  40  millidn  by  2010. 

"Irs  an  epidemic  of  cata- 
cWsmic  proportions,"  said 
Herb  Lusk,  pastor  of 
Exodus  Baptist  Church  in 
Philadelphia,  where  about 
2,000  people  attend  Sunday 
morning  worship. 

Too  many  children  in  Africa 
are  growing  up  without  par¬ 
ents,  education,  direction, 
moral  constraints  or  love, 
Lusk  said.  "This  is  a  continent 
in  so  much  trouble  they're  los¬ 
ing  the  battle.  I  talkea  with  a 
scientist  in  Africa  and  those 
are  his  words:  'Africa  is  losing 
the  battle.'" 

Lusk  has  channeled  his  pas¬ 
sionate  convictions  into  Stand 
for  Africa,  a  movement  he 


mitted  to  not  lay  down  our  fervor 
or  commitment  to  Africa." 

Stand  for  Africa  has  raised 
more  than  $350,000  since 
November  2003  in  fundraising 
and  awareness-building  that 
goes  on  "24/7,"  Lusk  said. 

Lusk  has  a  reputation  for  suc¬ 
cessfully  tackling  big  projects. 
When  he  was  called  as  pastor  of 
the  downtown  Greater  Exodus 
Baptist  Church  in  1982,  he  had  a 
17-member  congregation  and  a 
million-dollar  debt. 

He  led  the  congregation  to  pay 
off  that  debt  and  $3.5  million  more 
in  renovations,  and  in  1989  estab¬ 
lished  People  For  People  as  the 
community  development  outreach 
arm  of  the  church. 

People  For  People  includes  a 
charter  school,  banquet  facility, 
Welfare-to  Work  transition  pro¬ 
gram,  a  $7.5  million  investment 
m  computerized  office  skills 
training  programs,  a  state-of-the- 
art  youth  entertainment  center, 
an  after-school  program,  small 
business  development,  communi¬ 
ty  banking  and  finance,  summer 
reading  and  banking  programs, 
an  early  childhood  development 
and  a  credit  union.  Its  next 
project:  a  moderate-density 

affordable  housing  initiative. 

Lusk  also  is  chairman  of  the 
Greater  Philadelphia  Healthy 
Marriage  Coalition  and  a  faith- 
based  initiatives  adviser  to 
President  George  W.  Bush.  The 
resident  visited  the  church  in 


r. 


YOUNG  ORPHANS  — Two  young  African  boys  stand  atop 
the  burial  site  of  their  parents  who  died  of  AIDS.  The  boys  are 
1 3  million  African  children  orphaned  by  the  AIDS  epi- 
ic  ct^reading  across  the  nation.  Tdemic  in  Africa  —  and  the  number  continues  to  rise  each  year 
lis  vision  is  that  an  ever- 
widening  circle  of  evangelical 


at  an  alarmihg  rate.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Stand  for  Africa) 


Christians  in  the  United  States 
will  provide  resources  for  evangelical 
Christians  in  Africa  who  2ue  already  doing 
what  they  can  to  make  a  difference.  A 
video  and  other  information  about  the 
Stand  for  Africa  initiative  can  be  obtained 
at  www.standforafrica.org. 

When  Lusk  first  became  aware  of  the 
number  of  AIDS  orphans  in  Africa,  in 

2003,  he  led  Greater 
Exodus  Church  to 
give  $250,000  to 
reputable  churches 
in  Africa  with 
ongoing  ministries 
to  AIDS  orphans. 

"We  think  the 
African  people 
have  the  solutions 
to  their  own  prob¬ 
lems,"  Lusk  said. 
"If  you  can  find  an 
African  working 
hard  —  committed 

_ _  to  their  country  and 

their  people  —  that 
person  is  a  better  investment  than  any¬ 
thing  you  could  transport  over  there 
from  America.... 

"There  are  so  many  needs,"  Lusk 
noted.  "You  can't  stop  with  just  provid¬ 
ing  orphanages  or  medical  facilities, 
^me  of  the  resources  have  to  go  for 
drilling  wells.  I  saw  kids  dipping  ladles 
in  mud  holes  to  get  something  to  drink." 


Lusk 


Clean  water,  shelter,  food,  medicine, 
education,  moral  direction,  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance  —  it's  "a  huge  task,  a  God-sized  task," 
Lusk  acknowledged. 

"I  don't  think  it's  possible  to  turn  it 
around  without  the  church  coming  togeth¬ 
er,"  he  continued.  "It's  going  to  take  the 
whole  church,  all  of  us,  and  if  we  come 
together  across  denominational  lines  and 
color  and  race  and  creed  lines  and  reach 
critical  mass,  I  think  it  can  be  our  salvation. 

"The  thing  that  frightens  me  the 
most,"  said  Lusk,  a  former  running  back 
for  the  Philadelphia  Eagles,  "is  not  what 
is  going  on  in  Africa,  as  bad  as  it  is.  It's 
what  will  happen  if  the  American  church 
doesn't  respond." 

World  Aids  Day  was  observed  on  Dec.  1. 
Less  than  a  month  after  last  year's  aware¬ 
ness-building  events,  a  horrific  tsunami  in 
Asia  diverted  people's  attention.  In  the 
months  since,  there  have  been  devastating 
hurricanes,  earthquakes,  tornadoes,  mucl- 
slides,  terrorist  attacks  across  the  globe, 
and  ongoing  strife  in  the  Middle  East. 

All  me  v^ile,  though,  the  AIDS-related 
death  rate  in  Africa  has  continued  to 
mount. '  "It's  like  a  tsunami  of  death 
rolling  over  Africa  every  six  months  — 
7,000  people  a  day  die  from  AIDS  in 
Africa,^'  Lusk  said.  "Too  often  what  hap¬ 
pens  is  that  Africa  gets  pushed  aside 
oecause  these  other  horrific  things  come 
up.  We  can't  do  that  anymore.  We  re  com- 


une  2004  to  deliver  a  major 
address  on  U.S.  initiatives  to  com¬ 
bat  the  global  AIDS/HTV  crisis. 

"Herb  is  a  social  entrepreneur 
who  can  make  things  happen," 
Bush  told  the  audience  at 
Greater  Exodus  Baptist  Church. 
"He  believes,  as  I  do,  in  the 

Kower  of  faith  to  touch  every 
eart  and  to  change  every  life.... 
Herb  Lusk  is  a  general  in  the 
army  of  compassion." 

Reflecting  on  his  time  with  the 
Philadelphia  Eagles,  Lusk  said,  "The  disci¬ 
pline  that  it  took  to  become  a  professional 
football  player  is  very  similar  to  the  disci¬ 
pline  it  takes  to  build  a  successful  ministry 
m  inner-city  Philadelphia.  It  requires  that 
kind  of  intensity,  that  Kind  of  detail." 

He's  carrying  that  intensity  to  other 
cities  where  people  are  catching  a  vision 
for  Stand  for  Africa,  such  as 
Indianapolis,  where  he  recently  spoke  to 
400  people  who  are  planning  a  rally  next 
fall  similar  to  the  recent  Philadelphia 
rally  that  raised  more  than  $100,000  for 
African  orphans. 

New  York  City  is  in  the  early  stages  of  a 
plan,  as  are  Baltimore,  Dallas,  Chicago  and 
Los  Angeles. 

"Pastor  Herb  Lusk  is  a  dynamic, 
determined,  compassionate  focused 
champion  of  the  cause  for  the  least  and 
the  lost,"  said  Gary  Frost,  director  of 
missions  for  the  Metro  New  York  Baptist 
Association.  "He's  a  man  of  action.  A  lot 
of  preachers  talk  about  the  HIV /AIDS 
cause,  but  Herb  has  sacrificially  taken 
action  to  make  a  difference." 

Pressing  toward  a  time  when  evangel¬ 
ical  Christians  everywhere  will  catch  a 
vision  for  the  benefit  of  working  together 
to  help  African  orphans,  Lusk  acwiowl- 
edged,  "What  we're  doing  is  just  a  drop 
in  the  bucket  but  the  more  drops  we  get, 
the  quicker  we  can  fill  the  bucket." 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1V32  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

TFP  MBQF  OBQNQ  OBC- 
FAN  WQACF  OZ  SZEQ 
OZ  GTNN,  OBQF  DZZY 
LG,  TFP  DCRO  LG  UZLV 
BQTPN;  RZV  UZLV  VQPQE- 
GOCZF  PVTMQOB  FCAB. 
DLYQ  OMQFOU-ZFQ: 
OMQFOU-QCABO 
Clue:  M  =  W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  krtowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Thirteen: 
Thirty-Four. 
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1 .  Building  Additions,  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Itawamba  County 


1.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Itawamba  County,  recent¬ 
ly  added  a  steeple  and 

torch  to  their  church. 

eamon  Lindsey  built  and 
placed  the  steeple  on  the 
church  with  the  help  of 
junior  McAlister.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  church 
members  in  front  of  the 
recently  built  porch. 

2.  Sebastopol  Church,  Union, 
collected  over  $1,200  for 
the  World  Hunger  Fund. 
Shown  are,  front  row,  from 
left:  Thomas  Varner. 

Second  row:  Stephen, 
Harrison,  and  Roaerick 
Varner.  Back  row:  Clint 
Adams,  Sam  Houston, 
Lacev  and  Tyler  Gilmore, 
and  Ian  Miles. 


6.  First  Church,  Lyman, 

ordained  Gaines  Campbell 
and  Oscar  Barnes  as  dea¬ 
cons.  Shown  are  Campbell, 
daughter  Brandy 

Campbell,  Garland  Boya, 

Barnes,  wife  Patsy  Barnes, 
and  Bill  Spears. 

C- 

7.  Hope  Church,  Neshoba 

County,  held  a  dedicahon  11.  Eleven  young  people  made 
service  Nov.  13  for  the  29  their  public  profession  of 

shoeboxes  collected  for  Christ  Nov.  20  at  Drew 

Operation  Christmas  Child.  Church,  Drew:  Jackson 

Linebarger,  Charley  Tack¬ 
ett,  Kaci  Mosco,  Lauren 
Tackett,  Tori  Ragon,  Lauren 
Dickerson,  C.  J.  Burchfield, 
Chelsea  Dickerson,  Casi 
Stringfellow,  Alex  Wilson, 
and  Kayla  Burchfield. 

12.  Crossgates  Church, 

Brandon,  will  present  All 
Hearts  Come  Home  for 
Christmas  Dec.  9,  7  p.m.; 
Dec.  10, 3:30  and  7  p.m.;  and 
Dec.  11, 3:30  and  7  p.m.  Free 
admission;  tickets  available 
by  calling  (601)  824-2775. 


BAPTISTS 


8.  F  1  o  w  o  o  d 
Church, 

F  1  o  w  o  o  d  , 
ordained 
Mike  Brown 
as  a  deacon 
Sept.  11. 

9.  Fernwood 
Church, 

Gulfport, 

will  host  several  Christmas 
events:  A  Christmas  Sing, 

Dec.  11,  6  p.m.;  Children”s 
Christmas  program,  Dec. 

18,  11  a.m.;  The  Gift  Goes 
On,  Dec.  18,  6  p.m.,  fol-  13.  Friendship  Church,  Aber- 
lowed  by  fellowship;  and  deen,  will  present  Christmas 
Christmas  day  worsnip,  10  in  Reverse,  Dec.  18,  6  p.m., 
a.m.  For  more  information,  followed  by  a  social, 
phone  (228)  896-4556. 

14.  Concord  Church,  Pela- 
10.  Crossroads  Church,  Petal,  hatchie,  will  host  the 
ordciined  Jimmy  Lea  as  dea-  Providentials  Quartet  Dec. 

con  Sept.  25.  ^own  are  Lea  11,  7  p.m.  A  love  offering 

and  Jimmy  Windham,  pastor.  will  be  taken. 


8.  Brown 


3.  New  Salem  Church, 
Liberty,  baptized  fifteen 
people  at  the  Amite  River 
near  Dude  Bridge  on  Hwy 
567  on  Oct.  9. 


4.  Woodlawn  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  recently  ordained 
Cecu  Bryant  as  deacon  on 
Oct.  16.  Shown  are  pastor 
Kent  Campbell  and  Bryant. 

5.  Leaf  River  Church,  Pine- 
ville,  will  present  their 
Christmas  cantata  Dec.  18, 
6  p.m.y  with  fellowship  fol¬ 
lowing. 


1 0.  Deacon,  Crossroads 
Church,  Petal 


1 1 .  Public  Professions  of  Christ,  Drew  Church,  Drew 


3.  Baptism  at  the  Amite  River,  New  Salem  Church,  Liberty 


4.  Deacon  Ordination,  Woodlawn  Church,  Vicksburg 


6.  Deacon  Ordination,  First  Church,  Lyman 


what 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


December  8,  20p5  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Recortjl  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


White  Crosses  Represent 
Fifty  Miiiion  American  Babies 


33rd  ANNIVERSARY 
ROE  VS.  WADE 
50  million  innocent 
aborted  victims  in  33  years... 

10  A  DAY  IN  MISSISSIPPI 

/ 

Join  churches  across  the  state  of  Mississippi 
by  creating  a  display  of  white  crosses 
somewhere  on  your  church  property  in 
order  to  proclaim  our  message  that 
all  life  is  precious  to  God. 

Since  there  have  been  fifty  million  innocents  lost  to 
abortion  since  1973,  we  are  asking  that  you  display 
fifty  crosses,  January  14-22,  2006;  one  cross  for  every 
million  babies.  Each  church  is  asked  to  construct  and 
paint  their  own  crosses  and  to  videotape  your 
church  members  cind  church  sign  as  you  place  them 
in  the  ground. 

Send  a  copy  of  the  videotape  to  the  CHRISTIAN 
ACTION  COMMISSION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI 
BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD  so  that  we  can 
edit  it  with  footage  from  other  churches  and  present 
an  encouraging  pro-life  video  to  the  2006  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

Psalm  139:13-14,  "For  you  formed  my  inward 
parts;  You  wove  me  in  my  mother's  womb.  I  will 
give  thanks  to  you  for  I  am  fearfully  and  wonder¬ 
fully  made. " 


Thursday,  January  19,  2006 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Building 


Special  Guest:  Peter  A.  Samuelson,  Esq. 

President  of  Americans  United  for  Life  (AUL) 

Conferences  1  p.m.  and  2:30  p.m. 

The  topics  that  will  be  covered  are  issues  that  the  Mississippi  Legislature 
will  be  addressing  in  2006:  Euthanasia,  In  Vitro  Fertilization,  Cloning,  and 

Destructive  Embryo  Research. 

Banquet  6:30  p.m.  and  Conference  7  p.m. 

Banquet  cost:  $10 

/ 

For  additional  information,  calling  Rita  Wood  at  (601)  292-3329  or  log  on 

to  www.christianaction.com. 

Please  RSVP  by  Thursday,  January  12,  2006. 
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REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name  of  church _ _ _ 

Name  of  or^estra  director/ participant _  .  .  -  _ _ _ 

The  number  of  participants  , _ 

Along  with  this  form,  please  enclose  a  list  of  particip«mts'  names,  the  instrument  they  play  and 
which  part  they  prefer  to  play.  This  is  to  ensure  that  ample  music  will  be  available  the  day  of 
the  rehearsal.  MBSO  members,  please  check  with  your  minister  of  music.  If  he /she  has  mailed 

this  form,  you  do  not  need  to  send  a  duplicate  registration. 

♦ 

PREREGISTRATION  REQUESTED 

Send  registration  to:  Church  Music  Department  •  MBSO  •  PO  Box  530  •  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


ffi]0§§D(Dli!]§[a®ll 

MIME 
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A  coed  missions  weekender 
for  7th  -  12th  grade  youth 
and  their  leaders. 

MARCH  3-5 
CAiVARyBC, 
JACKSON 
COST:  S25 


Call  for  WMU  for  Info:  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3323 


Deacon  Ministry  Emphasis 
Week  2006:  January  8-14, 2006 


Deacon  Ministry  Emphasis 

is  a  plan  with  specific  actions  that  highlight  deacon  min¬ 
istries  and  involve  deacon  training  and  service. 

The  Purpose  Of  Deacon  Emphasis  Is  To: 

•  Focus  on  their  biblical  role 
•  Build  team  relationships 

•  Secure  involvement  in  ministries 

•  Develop  skills  for  ministry 

For  other  projects  and  information,  contact: 
Pastor/Leaderahip  Development 

Keith  Gordon,  eonsultant,  601-968-3800,  extension  307,  or  1-800-748-1651 


0) 
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Single  Resolution 
Feb.  23-25,  2006 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Madison  Speaker  Tate  Cockrell 

Singles'  Second  Saturdays 
Every  month,  Jan.-Oct. 

The  ROC,  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

MANGOS  _ ^ 

(Metro  Area's  New  G^^thering  of  Singles) 
Ev«ry  third  Thursday  from  Jan.- Apr. 

Truitt  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Pearl 

i .  . 

Miss.  Single  Minister's  Fellowship 
Thursday,  Feb.  2 

(For  staff  ministers  with  single  adult  responsibilities) 
Location:  Camp Cjaraywa,  Clinton  Time:  9  a.m.-l  p.m. 

SOUTH  SINGLE-SINGLE  AGAIN  CONFERENCE 
Saturday,  Feb.  4,  Easthaven  BC,  Brookhaven 

For  more  info:  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
1-800-748-1651,  €01-292-3373  or  ^ou;s»mbcb.org 
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Preregistration  is  requested.  All  pre¬ 
views  are  from  9  a.m.-noon.  The  cost 
is  $10,  which  includes  brunch  and  a 
copy  of  the  study  course  book.  | 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  at 

1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3287. 


TO  PASTORS  IN  THE  NORTHWEST  BAPTIST 

Convention  (Oregon  and  Washington) 


For  41  years  Mississippi  Baptists  have  enjoyed  sending 
suits  to  pastors  in  new  work  areas. 

Each  suit  costs  $130.  Take  it  on  as  a  group  project! 

Make  checks  out  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and  designate  it  to 

THE  SUIT  PROJECT. 

If  funds  are  available,  we  will  send  a  clothing  gift 
certificate  to  the  pastor's  wife! 


2006  State  Evangelism  Conference 
Januar>^  23-24,  2006 
Fairview  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 


“Pray  Ot'er  Cohrmbus”  (for  everyone) 
9  a.m.  •  January  23 


The  MBCB  Women’s  Visionary  Team,  and  the  wMu  directors  and  women’s  ministry 
leaders  of  Area  2  and  Area  4  invite  everyone  to  participate  in  this  special  prayer 
before  the  State  Evangelism  Conference  begins. 

Ministers'  Sptmses  Lunch  (just  for  the  ladies) 

Can  Fill  Your  Sbites  ..^  Walking  Worthy  of  HlSCaUing" 

Ephesians  4:1-3 

11:30  am.  •  January  23 


Ladies,  be  sure  to  bring  your  pastor’s  wife  to  this  lunch  planned  especially  for  them. 
Special ^ests  will  be  Page  Hughes,  keynote  speaker,  and  Janet  Rayford,  music. 


Page  Hughes 
Anchor  Ministries 


Janet  Rayford 

Crestwood  New  Life  BC,  Jackson 


For  more  info:  Kathy  Burns,  wMu,  601-292-3324,  1-800-748-1651,  kburns@mbcb.org 


Send  checks  to:  Men's  Ministry  Department 
PO  Box  530 

Jackson  MS  39205-0530  i 


..  CPAF 

2006 

Special 

Emphasis: 

CLOWNING 


•  Safe  Families  Sonday 


Chagy  the  Clown 

conferences 

•  Drama 

•  Clowning 

•  Media 

•  Puppets 

•  Church  Recreation 
•  Youth  Ministry 

•  Missions 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  601-292-3283, 
1-800-748- 165 lor 
redwards@mbcb.org 


Friday,  February  24 

5:45  p.m.  Registration 

6:30  Welcome  &  Introduction 
(In  the  auditorium) 
7:00  Session  1 

8:15  Session  2 

9:25  Creative  Worship 

Saturday,  February  25 

8:00  a.m.  Late  ReglstraUon 

8:15  Open  Performance 

8:45  Session  3 

10:00  Break,  Shopping 

10:45  Session  4 

12:00  Lunch,  Open  Performance 

Shopping 

2:00  p.m.  Session  5 

3:15  Creative  Worship 

4:15  Dismiss 


Four  Critical  Issues 
Discussed  On  One  Sunday: 


Bible  Study,  Morning  Worship, 
Discipleship  Training,  and  Evening 
Worship  , 


Choose  Four  of  the 
Following: 

•  Substance  Abuse 

•  Pornography 

•  Gambling 

•  Sanctity  of  life 

•  Homosexual  Agenda 

•  Christian  Citizenship 


For  more  Mbrmatian  or  to  schedule  a 
Sunday,  please  contact  the  Christian  Action 
Conwnbsion  at  601-292-3329  or  tal  free  in 
Mississippi  at  1-800-748-1651  arbyE-ina8 

601-292-3350.  com « by  at 


February  24-2o 
FBC.  Clinton 


December  9,  2005-January  12,  2006 


_ 


""^Wc  cannot  cxjtcct  to  si4Cce55fuLL^  face  })ifficultLes  unless  We  ha\/e 
alrea'b^f  fille'b  our  U\/es  With  ffra^er 

'Oar^L  Cornett,  Chairman  of  the  Church  ^istor^  "Oejfartment 

^^\lb- America  "^^aptist  Seminary 


»dy  S 

teer  chaplain  with  the  Tulsa, 
Okla.  Police  Department 
and  a  part-tiM^haplain 
with  Amerian  ftospice. 

Pray  for  goomAe  manage¬ 
ment,  for  wM«di  to  deal 
with  patients  who  are  dying 
and  for  ability  to  relate  to 
families  who  have  lost  loved 
ones. 


Over  900  cars,  buses  and 
trucks  have  been  incinerated 
in  France!  Innocent  citizens 
are  caught  ii^e  violence.  The 
economic  faAut  Wiiigh.  Fifty 
people  are  nm  un«pIoyed 
because  of  itJPray  fct  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  Parisun  believ¬ 
ers  will  be  courageous.  Pray 
that  all  peole  in  Paris  would 
turn  to  Christ 

1 

:  Give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
'  21  students  who  are  expect- 
:  ed  at  the  Burkina  Faso 

Baptist  Union  Pastor's 
i  School  froHth^Sa^aho 
i  area.  This  iJmorblnn  dou¬ 
ble  the  higl^t  sent 

from  that  regioniinne  past 
and  four  times  the  numoer 
in  the  last  group  of  students! 

'  The  Nyika  people  of  Zambia 
!  have  Bmo  rais^  from  child¬ 
hood  with  traditional  customs 
'  and  rituals^t  teg^  them  to 
i  appease thApi^bA that 
their  crops  fttil  floifeh  or 
their  childr^  W|U  Jy 
healthy.  Pray  thanhe  Nyika 
will  be  released  from  their 
fear  of  the  spirits  by  hearing 
and  trusting  J«as  Christ 

1  Pray  for  Dr.  Robert  F. 

1  Reccord  as  he  leads  the 
;  North  American  Mission 
Board  in  assisting  and 
■  equipping  m&iona^  who 
are  starting  nw  dnmhes 
and  meeting  AynB^jlnd 
spiritual  neeiu  throughout 
North  America. 

! 

1  Recently  a  Brazilian  youth 
:  group  was  having  a  special 
;  activity  on  the  beach  when 
assaulted  at  eunpomt  by  two 

1  men.  The  nAve^^ed  them 
and  searcheJtheir!%p.  They 
gave  the  thi^es^^el  tract 
and  told  them  GoTnu  a 
much  better  road  for  their 
lives.  Pray  that  God  will  use 
that  tract  to  reach  those  men. 

-  1 

The  Silti  young  people  of  , 

Ethiopia  m  school  don't  have 
a  consistent  school  schedule. 

The  teach^  maj^all  off  ; 

school  ome  i|Bdftts  just  not  | 
show  up.  the  is  only 

beginnmAo  iRfoJ  comple-  j 
tion  of  him  schooT Pray  Uiat  j 
the  schools  hire  and  keep  qual-  | 
ified  teachers  and  the  students 
take  their  studies  seriously. 

Please  pray  for  many  new 
outieacn  ana  church¬ 

es  to  form  in  Thailandbefore 
the  end  of  2|05,  jmd^ter- 
cede  for  idAr  o^Jbn  and 
purpose  betlrecnlkgkok 
Metro  Teanrnne&bgn  and 
rutional  believers  in 
Thailand. 

Yon  prayed  for  CT,  a  young 
woman  missionary  Nucy 
Norton  met  when  serving  at 
the  World&Bo  w4khi, 
Nagwa.  Slllwa^Aected  to 
two  ChristiJi  wmnt  with 
her  in  Octosi.  '^i^eport 
that  CT  made  no  response  to 
their  sharing  of  their  faith. 

Pray  that  God  will  touch  CT  to 
want  to  believe  in  Jesus. 

Michael  Jeffries  is  a'chaplain 
serving  in  Iraq.  Pray  for  sol¬ 
ars  who  have  returned 

their  fanuiml^^bwray  for 
the  famfismuslhipinove 
through  this  period  of  transi¬ 
tion. 

Pray  for  the  men  and  women 
who  are  translating  Bible 
stories  into  the  Lamikhi  lan¬ 
guage  oUiuthM  India. 

Due  to  WpiAOnapoaition, 
and  peragp  simRe  human¬ 
ness,  tHKaimck  is^rogressing 
at  a  painfully  slow  pace. 
Having  stories  on  tape  will 
greatly  aid  the  Word  getting 
ouL 

Pr^  for  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  Tanzania,  its  leaders  and  their 
Convention  issues.  Long-time 

9.  the 

headmaster:  Pray  for  the  Kigoma 
Baptist  Hospital  as  they  try  to 
reopen  in-patient  services  and 
increase  local  funding 

Thank  you  for  praying  about 

the  ongoing  music  project  for 

the  Bridge  people  of  the 

Pacific  RinMm  MSM  have 
been  writfni  iatHe  mdoiuI 

translatinfinaelMtaAc  tan¬ 
nage  of  Uw Iridge  people, 
ray  that  the  translators  would 
know  words  that  truly  commu¬ 
nicate  the  message  of  Christ 

For  Christmas  Day  •  What 
Shall  1  Give  Him?  "What 
shall  1  nve  Him,  poor  as  1 
am?  If  1  were  a  shepherd,  1 
woidd  g^^Ua|Mp4f  1  were 
a  wise  nAn^pwpnU  do  my 
part;  Bu^^a  ^  I  Ave  1 

&art'  Selected  ^ 

The  Todos  Santos  Main  are 
an  indigenous  Mayan  people 
group  who  live  in  the 

Western  WriJands  of 

TestamAtJp^|iiye  in 

entire  flfilnlNmiable  in  a 
related  Main  language.  Pray 
for  the  evangelization  of  the 
Todos  Santos  Main. 

Pray  for  a  church-planting 
team  in  the  mega-city  of  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil,  as  they  seek  to 
reach  out  to  the  youM  peo¬ 
ple  and  yogqmiMim  that 
great  city,  nav^t  Jlose 
who  have  ^pjrotly ^de 
decisions  flMVtinmue  to 
grow  in  the  Lord. 

Jason  Davis  is  the  pastor  of 
Grace  Park,  a  new  church 
start  in  Spring  Hill,  Tenn. 
Spring  wlU^ne  of  tiie 

nation  angj^bq^fag 
unchurched^rawronhe 
church  anVtaPCnisft  love 
to  be  shown  in  the  area. 

The  Sopron  house  group  of 
Western  Hungary  meets  twice  a 
week  for  worship,  Bible  study, 
sharing  the  gospel  with  otiiers, 
ministry  ^|ni||l(^H|to.  Pray 
that  they  wil^iwum  grow 
in  both  sira^m  ^  Jk  of  our 
Lord  Jesu^HmtlhKecome  a 
healthy,  vibrant  church  that 
impacts  the  dty  of  Sopron  with 
die  Good  News  of  Quist 

Pete  Rivera,  Sarasota,  Fla., 
serves  as  multiethnic  field 
missionary  forihe  central 
and  southwosmegion  of  Fla. 
Pray  for  the  sAting  of  three 
new  congregalims:  a 

Brazilian  con^egation  in 
Sarasota,  a  Haitian  and  a 
Hispanic  congregation  in 

Pine  Manor 

Pray  for  a  new  church  plant  in  a 
in  Niamey  among  the  Zenna  of 
Niger.  Give  du|||u  to  Cod  for 
the  local  pasVraH  his  family. 
They  are  pasriopfc  about  shar¬ 
ing  Christ  aim2|V|i  moved  to 
this  neMbonood  in  order  to 
live  and  interact  daily  wiA  the 
people.  This  pastor  hu  rccendy 
touM  employment  to  support 
his  family.  He  is  bivocationaL 

New  training  was  begun  in 
September  to  teach  several 
men  how  dironologi- 

cal  Bible  slft^g  among  the 
Samburu  of  Nvya.  They  are 
meeting  w^|^wnissionary 
to  learn  the  slones,  and  then 
share  them  with  ottiers.  Pray 
Out  they  will  be  able  to 
learn  the  stories,  and  learn 
about  God  through  tiiem. 

Many  of  the  Taabwa  people  in 
Zambia  fled  their  homes  due 
to  dvil  war  ai^have  lived  in 
refugee  camdifor  seven  years, 
luving  to  Ia»  new  way  of 
life.  mthiftlAfefiigee  camps 
a  few  churches  meet  but  they 
have  no  pastors  or  trained 
leaders,  ray  for  the  churches 
outside  the  camp  to  visit  and 
be  an  encouragement  to  them. 

Kern  Haynes,  Ocean  Shores, 
Wash,  Feet  Lewis  Army  Resme 
chaplain,  wori^vidi  reserve 
and  guard  sr^piH  in  transit  to 
and  nom  Ira^HIhliaiiistan,  and 
other  overseanlMbons.  Pray 
for  the  injurenTOmers  delayed 
in  Joining  dwir  families  and  for 
to  represent  OuisPs  love 
in  all  his  counseling  sessions, 
dasscs  and  chapel  services. 

As  Christians,  we  have  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  being  made  complete 
when  we  sUMbefore  Cod.  Most 
Bedouin  wg^mf  Northern 

Afaka  are  mW^*  and  have 
resped  for^Uut  are  not  com- 
pm  in  Htonraose  they  seek 

God  apart  from  Jesus  Christ  Pray 
that  these  women  will  seek  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  so  that  they 
can  stand  complete  before  God. 

A  Padilleros  para  Cristo 
Team  member  in  Nicaragua 
writes:  "The  Lord  led  my 
new  te^memlim  G  and 
myself  t&  nm  nrrio  this 
week  to  ftlk  Litlu  danger¬ 
ous  ganglTh^ijKre  very 
oMn  to  the  gosMl  and  invit¬ 
ed  us  to  return.  Please  pray 
for  this  gang  to  respond  in  a 
positive  way  to  God's  Word." 


Tke  Itinga  Urban  Team  of 
Tanzania  writes,  ‘Praise  Cod  that 
He  is  continuing  to  bless  among 


the  peopl( 
father  of 
ognized 
so  'on  firel 
Cod's  Woi 


ilo.  The 
iiilyisarec- 
<  leader.  He  is 
;  of  learning 
The  shares  it 
with  his  neighbors  as  well.  Pray 
for  Cod's  purpose  here  to  unfold 
unhinderM  in  His  timing.  / 


Please  pray  that  God  would 

S'  ve  giudance  as  to  where 
e  wants  new  chronolcmcal 
Bible  mws  to  be 
starteifMlofl  Dominicans 
of  the^miiUiH  Republic 
Pray  mtkdie  exiting  mops 
will  grow  and  that  their 
leaden  will  want  to  grow 
spiritually. 


‘Cod  is  faithfully  drawing  die 
Lebou  of  Senegal  to  Himself,' 
writes  the  LebM  Team.  "We 
have  benm  a  new  Bible  study 
on  Mono^lMl^his  Bible 
study  is  fwJlM^mcifically 
seeking  tasMvIiawoisliip  is 
all  abouL^i^for  those  who 
attend  to  have  the  hUndcn  tom 
from  their  eyes  and  their  hearts 
softened  to  accept  the  Truth." 


Ray  and  Patw  Eitelman,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Togo,  write,  "We 


foranswen 
ir  the  paston' 
in  how  to 
in  the  gospel, 
touched  the  107 
church  leaders  who  attended. 
Thank  yon  for  praying  that 
many  paston  would  be  able  to 
participate  in  this  meeting" 


ase  giving 
to  your  pn' 
training  ~  ^ 
interest 
The 


Eve^  tribe  of  Kenya  and  East 
Africa  dwell  in  the  capital  of 
Nairobi,  Kerw^ik  aty  contin 
nes  to  grow  M^prnent  poi 
nlation  of  3.5  mfflW  Nearly  M 
of  Nairobi's  pklimqneeze  inh 
about  so  slums  wt  comprise 
only  6%  of  the  total  residential 
land  of  the  dty.  Pray  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  set  the  urban  subcul¬ 
tures  on  fire  to  plant  chnrdMS. 


Many  prayed  last  month  for 
new  work  in  an  area  of  a  mega- 
dty  in  Indormsi^s  a  result  of 
survey  trips  m  Ayerwalking 
teams,  the  "anuBpeace"  (Luke 
Ifttt  has  beellfgAd  in  that 
area.  Relationships  have  been 
established.  Intercede  But  the 
Father  will  protect  these  new  ^ 
relationships  with  the  potential 
to  reach  thousands  of  people. 


Darren  and  Beth  Jones, 
Huntsville,  Texas,  are  direc¬ 
tors  of  HTVEJJluniOMllf 
inner<j^  VlAg^  f 
Evangeli^,  I  mmisw  to 
readi  people  Iviit^^ir 
mobile  home  parks  and 
apartment  complexes.  Pray 
for  volunteers  to  be  trained 
so  that  the  work  can  contin¬ 
ue  to  grow. 


When  asked  how  her  community 
had  responded  to  her  decision  to 
follow  Chrig,  the  jpnng  Bengali 


Pray  for  Inteirutional 
Mission  Board  miasioruries 

impact  ioaE«B^|iAis  coun¬ 
try  and  tiri  tf^lpb  their 
commitment  to  Hun,  God 
will  be  dorified  thrra^ 
establishing  new  churdies. 


mother  rfl 
our  house 


burned 


and  the  Mi 


not  allow  US  to  shop  in  dieir 
stores."  Then  she  smiled, ‘These 
are  small  things  compart  to  the 
im  of  knowing  Jesus!"  Pray  for  all 
Muslim  backgnwnd  Chridians. 


2/16/01 

MR.  HADDON  BLEDSOE 
Parents:  David  &  Laurie 
General  Evangelism 
Eastern  South  America 


2/12/02 

MISS  ALICE  A.  MULLINS 
Parents:  Frank  &  Lynn 
Church  Planting 
Western  Europe 


2/1/04 

MR.  JOSHUA  A.  SCHMITZ 
Parents:  Burton  &  Suzanne 
General  Evangelism 
West  Africa 


PLEASE  NOTE 
Church  members  may  send  a 
package  of  cards  together;  cards 
do  not  have  to  be  sent 
individually  to  Stewardship. 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be 
forwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 
Child's  name.  Parent’s  name 
MBCB  Stewardship  Dept. 
PO  Box  530 
Jackson  MS  39205 


2/4/85 

MR.  DAVID  M.  JOHNSTON 
Parents:  Vincent  &  Sharon 
Church  Planting 
Eastern  South  America 


2/24/00 

MR.  NATHAN  PEACOCK 
Parents:  Kevin  &  Brenda 
Theological  Education 
Middle  America 


MISS  REBEKAH  J.  SCHMITZ 
Parents:  Burton  &  Suzanne 
General  Evangelism 
West  Africa 


/■ 

i 

! 

1 

Just  For  The  Record 


15.  Note  Burning  Ceremony,  Hopewell  Church,  Little  Rock 


15.  Hopewell  Church,  Little 
Rock,  held  a  banquet  and 
note  burning  service. 
Shown  are  pastor  Jimmy 
McDill,  front  row,  third 
from  left,  and  deacons  of 
the  church. 

16.  The  Children  in  Action 
and  the  Women  on 
Missions  of  Coldwater 
Church,  Philadelphia, 
collected  28  boxes  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child. 

17  Bellevue  Church,  Pontotoc 
Association,  ordained 
Steven  Ray  Phillips  to  the 
gospel  minist^.  Shown  are 
James  Burke,  Chuck  Fowler, 
Phillips,  George  Stewart, 
and  Tommy  Inmon. 

18.  Earl  Clardy  was  ordained 
as  a  deacon  at  West  End 
Church,  West  Point. 
Shown,  front,  are  Lisa 
Clardy,  Norma  Clardy, 
Boyce  Clardy,  and  Clardy; 
Mike  Mathena,  back.  Boyce 
Clardy  passed  away  three 
weeks  after  the  ordination. 


1 7.  Ordination,  Bellevue  Church,  Pontotoc  Association 


16.  Operation  Christmas  Child,  Coldwater  Church,  Philadelphia  18.  Deacon  Ordination,  West  End  Church,  West  Point 


College  and  Seminary  News 


ball  program,  one-fourth  to  the 
library,  one-fourth  to  maintenance 
and  one-fourth  to  capital  improve¬ 
ments.  Donna  Wheeler  has  given  41 
years  of  service  through  various 
staff  positions  ^nd  currently  holds 
the  Director  of  Alumni  Relations 
position.  Milton  Wheeler  has  been  a 
professor  of  history  for  42  years. 


2.  William  Carey  College  student 
James  Joseph  Marsh,  a  religion  and 
history  major  from  Hattiesburg, 
was  awarded  the  Therman  Bryant 
Memorial  Scholarship  by  the  Board 
of  Ministerial  Education  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


1 .  Wheelers  donate  trust  fund,  WCC 


1.  Donna  and  Milton  Wheeler 
announced  to  the  faculty  of  William 
Carey  College  that  by  way  of  a  trust 
fund  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  they  were  leav¬ 
ing  approximately  $2.3  million  to 
the  college.  One-fourth  of  the 
monies  are  designated  for  the  base- 


3.  The  Winters  School  of  Music  at 
William  Carey  College  will  present 
"Christmas  at  Carey"  Dec.  13  at  7  p.m. 
in  the  Smith  Auditorium  of  the 
Thomas  Fine  Arts  Center  located  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus.  This 
Christmas  inspired  concert  will  fea¬ 
ture  Carey's  Piano  Ensemble, 
Caipenter's  Wood,  Carey  Carillon, 
ancl  the  Instrumental  Ensemble. 
Admission  is  free  to  this  family  friend¬ 
ly  event.  For  more  information  call  the 
school  of  music  at  (601)  318-6175. 

4.  Some  of  the  nation's  foremost  biblical 
scholars  will  converge  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  Feb.  3-4, 
2006,  to  lead  the  second  annual  20/20 
Collegiate  Conference.  Headlining 
this  year's  conference  are  keynote 
speakers  Norman  Geisler,  president 
of  Southern  Evangelical  Seminary  in 
Charlotte,  NC,  and  Southeastern 
Seminary  President  Daniel  Akin.  In 


3.  Marsh  awarded  Scholarship,  WCC 


addition.  University  of  North 
Carolina-Chapel  Hill  professor  Bart 
Ehrman,  the  chairman  of  the  school's 
Department  of  Religious  Studies, 
DuKe  University  Divinity  School 
associate  professor  of  New  Testament 
Richard  Hays  and  Southeastern  pro¬ 
fessor  of  New  Testament  Andreas 
Kostenberger  will  join  Geisler  in  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  panel  discussion 
regcirding  Dan  Brown's  best-selling 
book  The  Da  Vinci  Code.  The  discus¬ 


sion  will  give  the  diverse  panel  of 
nationally-recognized  scholars  an 
opportunity  to  weigh  in  on  the  book, 
which  will  debut  as  a  major  motion 
picture  starring  Tom  Hanks  in  May 
2006,  and  its  impact  on  American 
Christianity  today.  Those  interested 
in  attending  the  conference  can  find 
additional  information,  including 
registration,  at  the  20/20  Conference 
website  (www.sebts.edu/2020)  or  by . 
calling  (888)  290-7787.  ^ 


December  8, 2005 


The  Baptist  Record 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


KEEP  US  INFORMED 
Editor: 

I  just  wanted  to  say  that  I  real¬ 
ly  enjcwed  your  articles  on 
House  bill  45  (land-based  casi¬ 
nos).  I  am  so  glad  that  you  keep 
us  informed  on  what's  happen¬ 
ing.  1  really  appreciated  the^t  of 
senators  ana  representatives 
who  voted  for  and  against 
House  Bill  45. 1  just  want  the  sen¬ 
ators  and  representatives  (who 
voted  against  land-based  casi¬ 
nos)  to  Imow  that  they  will  be 
remembered  and  will  get  my 
vote.  I  also  want  Governor  Haley 
Bfirbour  to  know  that  he  won't 

1  really  respect  the  ones  that 
stood  tall  ana  said  "no!"  I  think 
some  of  you  shook  up  our 
Governor  when  you  said  "no!" 

Thanks  to  all  of  you,  and  a 

gecial  thanks  to  our  Lt. 

)vemor.  Senator  Gary 
Jackson,  and  Representative 
Dannie  Reed.  I  am  from 
Webster  County  and  I  am  so 
proud  of  our  senators  and  our 
representatives. 

Shirley  Gore 
Eupora 


APPRECIATE  VOLS 

Editor: 

On  October  16,  Pike 
Association  at  its  fall  meeting 
passed  a  Resolution  of 
Appreciation  expressing  our 
thanks  and  gratitude  to  the 
many  churches,  associations, 
state  conventions,  agencies, 
businesses,  and  individuals 
that  gave  of  themselves  in 
selfless  service  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  thousands  of  people 
who  became  "strangers  with¬ 
in  our  gates"  because  of 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

Space  wiU  not  allow  us  to 
name  all  of  these  who  were  so 
instrumental  in.  bring  comfort 
and  relief  to  all  of  us.  There 
were  many  Baptist  churches 
and  other  denominations  and 
races  that  opened  their  doors 
to  evacuees  as  shelters  or  host¬ 
ed  chainsaw  groups.  They 
served  meals  and  provided 
clothing,  medications,  and 
lodging  to  coimtless  numbers 
durmg  this  time.  The  evacuees 
were  provided  medications, 
comfort,  cmd  counseling  from 
our  medical  center.  Radio  sta¬ 
tions  and  local  newspaf>ers 
provided  us  with  helpful  infor- 
maHon  during  the  time  most 
citizens  were  without  power. 

City  and  County  officials. 
Civil  Defense,  the  American 
Red  Cross,  the  Salvation 
Army,  area  fire  departments. 
National  Guard,  utility  com¬ 
panies  and  local  service  agen¬ 
cies  did  a  tremendous  job  of 
helping  people  get  back  to 
some  sort  of  normalcy. 

We  are  very  appreciative  to 
the  Missouri  Baptist 
Convention  Board's  Disaster 
Relief  Unit  and  numerous 
Baptist  Associations  and 
churches  of  all  denominations 
that  sent  in  smaller  units. 

God  brought  together 
many  different  churches,  civic 
groups,  organizations,  and 


people  from  all  walks  of  life  to 
aid  our  fellowman  in  time  of 
need.  Pike  Association  wishes 
to  say  a  big  "thank  you"  to  all. 

Resolutions  Committee 
Pike  Association,  McContb 


THANKS,  MISS.  BAPTISTS 
Editor: 

I  want  to  express  my  deep 
appreciation  to  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  the  staff  of 
Central  Hills  Retreat.  On 
September  22,  the  Oklahoma 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  team 
serving  at  Belle  Chasse,  La., 
was  evacuated  to  |Centrai 
Hills  due  to  Hurricane  Rita. 
The  entire  Central  Hills  staff 
went  above  and  beyond  the 
call  to  accommodate  us  on 
such  a  short  notice.  Our  living 
quarters  were  wonderful,  the 
food  was  outstanding,  and 
the  staff  demonstrated 
Christ's  care  and  compassion. 

Thank  you,  Mississippi 
Baptists,  for  providing  a  top- 
notch  facility  for  retreats,  camps, 
and,  yes,  even  a  place  of  refuge. 

Kirk  HoUoway 

Minister  of  Music /Education 

First  Church,  Chandler,  Ok. 


GAMBLING  MESSAGE 
Editor: 

I  saw  your  recent  appear¬ 
ance  on  television  and 
applaud  ydur  stance  on  legal¬ 
ized  gambling.  You  might 
pass  along  to  your  governor 
the  followmg  message  from  J. 
Emmett  Henderson,  head  of 
the  Georgia  Council  on  Moral 
and  Civic  Concerns,  from  the 
Crown  Ministries  booklet 
entitled.  The  Truth  about 
Gambling  and  Lotteries: 

Lotteries  and  other  legalized 
gambling  xyentures  express  tne  age- 
old  fantasy  of  acquiring  ivemth 
painlessly,  without  effort  or  labor. 
Common  sense  tells  us  life  does  not 
function  that  way.  No  state  can 
turn  its  back  on  initiative  and  hard 
work  and  expect  its  economy  to 
prosper.  Wage  earners  cannot  buy 
lott^  tickets  and  lose  their  money 
at  casinos  and  still  maintain  the 
same  level  <d  purchasing  power  to 
buy  food,  clothing,  and  other  nec¬ 


essary  marketplace  commodities.  A 
wholesome  and  prosperous  society 
is  one  that  is  built  on  hard  ivork, 
creativity,  thrift,  and  government 
integrity.  State  gambling  opera¬ 
tions  undermine  the  work  ethic, 
hurt  the  economy,  and  add  to 
unemployment  statistics  and  wel¬ 
fare  rolls.  Its  promotion  by  govern¬ 
ment  is  nothing  but  another  siren 
song  luring  the  nation  toward  the 
rock  of  economic  ruin' 

God  bless  you  and  your 
work  against  this  dreadful  sin. 

Donald  G.  Siedenburg 
Shawnee,  Kn. 


ENOUGH  RHETORIC 

Editor: 

I  write  this  to  you  not  to  tell 
you  what  you  should  write 
about  but  only  to  say,  I  for  one 
have  heard  and  read  enough  of 
the  rhetoric  regarding  gambling. 

I  include  Jimmy  Porter  (exec¬ 
utive  director  of  tne  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission)  because  he 
mailed  to  me  and  other  pastors 
in  the  state  a  letter  asking  us  to 
call  our  legislative  body  to  get 
them  to  bring  the  issue  to  a 
statewide  vote.  Then,  in  the 
body  of  the  same  letter  he  asked 
us  to  tell  our  legislators  that 
When  they  didn't  listen  to  us 
and  pass^  the  land-based  act 
that  we  should  tell  them  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  gambling  money  to 
the  entire  state  and  not  just  the 
counties  where  the  casinos  are. 

1  respect  your  right  to  voice 
your  disapproval  reg^arding 
this  issue.  lOt,  there  are  many 
Baptists  in  this  state  who  have  a 
deep  personal  faith  and  are  out- 
r^ea  by  "righteousness"  of  the 
"Cnristian  Right"  tone  that  The 
Baptist  Record  voices.  I  have 
very  strong  evangelical  lean¬ 
ings  but  because  of  what  has 
taken  place  in  our  Convention 
the  last  couple  of  years  1  have  a 
marked  distaste  for  the  way  we 
put  the  politics  of  exclusivity  in 
with  our  new  theology. 

As  for  listing  the  senators 
and  representatives  who 
voted  for  land  based  casinos, 
where  has  the  autonomy  of 
the  Baptist  faith  gone? 

I  hope  you  receive  this  with 
the  spiritual  modesty  for  which 


it  was  written.  I  make  no  claims 
to  have  the  answers.  I  only 
wish  we  would  strive  for  unity 
in  the  midst  of  diversity. 

John  Brashier,  pastor 
Calvary  Church,  Jackson 


ILL-GOTTEN  GAIN 
Editor: 

In  the  early  state  constitu¬ 
tions,  at  a  time  when  many  peo¬ 
ple  knew  the  Bible  was  the 
answer  to  life,  gambling  was 
outlawed  because  it  was  narm- 
ful  to  society.  Oh  yes,  we  hear 
that  we  have  to  have  the  money, 
but  beginner's  knowledge  telb 
us  ill-gotten  gain  never  helps 
anything  emd  our  Lord  will  see 
to  it  that  we  are  better  off  with¬ 
out  it.  Businesses  believe  they 
have  to  be  open  on  Sunday,  yet 
Chick-Fil-A  refuses  to  do  that 
and  their  profits  increase  rather 
than  fall  behind  the  others. 

There  was  gambling  on  the 
Gulf  Coast  before  Hurricane 
Camille  blew  it  all  away  in  1969. 
There  was  no  further  mention 
of  it  for  years.  However,  as  we 
became  complacent  and  materi¬ 
alistic,  the  push  was  on  for  its 
return.  Now  our  Lord  has 
blown  it  all  away  again. 

We  have  no  count  of  the  fami¬ 
lies  that  gambling  has  wrecked 
or  the  suicides  caused.  I  heard  a 
former  governor  say  there  were 
four  suicides  in  his  town  because 
of  gambling.  If  we  are  tempted  to 
say  again  that  we  must  have  the 
money,  we  wUl  do  well  to  stop 
and  think  about  the  billions 
Hurricane  Katrina  has  cost. 

Meta  Hogue 

Jackson 


ENDLESS  PROMISES 
Editor: 

Please  continue  your  oppo¬ 
sition  to  extending  gambhng 
in  your  state.  In  my  area  of 
Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  the  endless 
romises  made  by  the  gam- 
ling  industry  never  have  oeen 
realized.  Instead,  we  have  had 
the  extension  of  crime,  drugs, 
corruption,  and  prostitution. 

A^inticCity,  N.J. 


S  i.M  I  Cm  \\(.l 


Leaf  River  Church, 
Smith  County,  has 
called  Daimy  lacker- 
son  as  theu*  pastor 
e^ctive  Dec.  4. 


\  '9^  9L  I  First  Church, 
Leakesville,  has  called 
Philip  Price  as  pastor 
effective  Elec.  11. 

PfH*  Wade  Baptist, 

-  Jackson  Association, 

has  called  Joe  Ditsworth  as  Youff\  Minist^ 
intern.  Joe  has  been  a  member  of  Wade 
Baptist  Church  for  three  years  and  was 
recentiy  licensed  to  the  Gospel  ministry. 


Ditsworth,  Wade  Church,  fackson  Association 


*>41*.' 
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A  Christmas  "With"  Christ 


By  Jimmy  Porter 

In  a  recent  Bible 
study  on  Psalm  3, 

I  paused  after 
reaaing  verse  one 
which  says,  "O 
Porter  Lord,  how  many 
are  my  foes!  How 
many  rise  up  against  me!"  I 
asked,  "What  are  or  who  are 
some  of  the  foes  that  rise  up 
against  the  Christian  commum- 
ty  today?"  The  first  response 
was,  "Tnose  who  want  to  take 
Christ  out  of  Christmas."  The 
usual  responses  then  followed 
the  media,  the  drug  pushers, 
and  the  homosexual  communi¬ 
ty  and  others. 

Over  the  years  there  has 
been  a  subtle  but  calculated 
effort  to  remove  the  story  of 
Christ  and  His  redeeming  love 
from  the  Christmas  Season.  The 
"grinches"  have  attempted  to 
blend  Thanksgiving,  Christmas 
and  New  Year's  into  one  ^at 
big  profitable  "Holiday 
Season.*^^  Under  the  umbrella  of 
"political  correctness"  they 
have  tried  to  minimize  or  com¬ 


pletely  remove  the  Biblical  sto¬ 
ries  that  tell  of  Christ's  birth. 

No  doubt  you  have  read 
accounts  of  major  retailors 
removing  the  word  Christmas 
from  their  advertisements  and 
greetings.  It  is  no  longer 
^Christmas  Trees"  or  "Merry 
Christmas"  but  "Holiday 
Trees"  and  "Season  Greetir^s." 
Lawsuits  have  been  filetf  to 
force  the  removal  of  nativity 
scenes  from  public  property. 
Schools  have  been  threatened 
and  intimidated  by  various 
organizations  and  groups  who 
desire  the  removal  of  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Christmas  parties  and 
plays  the  children  have  been 
enjoyir^  for  years. 

Dr.  Richard  Ltind,  President 
of  the  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liberty  Commission,  recently 
wrote  to  the  CEO  of  Target 
Coloration  asking  him  to 
review  the  company^ s  policy  of 
omitting  Christmas  from  fneir 
greetings  amd  advertisements. 
He  pomted  out  that  approxi- 
matdy  B5  percent  of  the  United 
States  population  is  either 
Christian  or  sympathetic  with 


Christianity;  therefore,  it  might 
not  be  economically  sound  to 
continue  such  a  course  of  action. 

The  Alliance  Defense  Fund 
of  Scottsdale,  Arizona,  and  the 
Liberty  Counsel  of  Orlando, 
Florida,  have  enlisted  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  1500  lawyers  who  are 

S’  to  file  suits  to  protect  the 
ay  celebrations.  These 
countermeasures  seem  to  be 
working.  In  Boston,  a  web  page 
for  the  city  changed  "houday 
tree"  to  "Christmas  tree"  after 
the  citizens  complained.  The 
American  Family  Association 
has  just  reported  that 
Walgreen's  has  issued  this 
statement:  "Next  year,  you  c^ 
be  assured  out  advertising  will 
better  incorporate  'Christmas,' 
and  our  holiday  trees  will  be 
called  Christmas  Trees." 

Some  might  wonder,  "What 
is  the  big  oeal  or  why  such  a 
fuss?"  Christmas  is  all  about 
Christ.  It  is  the  beautiful  stoty 
of  God's  love  which  resulted  in 
His  coming  to  earth  to  provide 
salvation  for  the  world.  For 
some  who  live  among  us  this  is 
the  only  time  they  are  ever  con¬ 


fronted  with  their  sin  and  their 
need  of  a  Savior.  It  is  the  only 
time  some  ponder  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian.  This  is 
wlw  it  matters. 

For  me,  a  Christmas  without 
the  Biblical  teachings  of  the 
Christ  event  would  be  a  mean¬ 
ingless  holiday.  Hopefully  you 
wfll  be  sensitive  to  keeping 
Christ  the  center  of  all  you  do 
this  Christmas.  Do  not  be  afraid 
to  ask  the  retailers  with  whom 
you  do  business  to  keep  Christ 
m  their  greetings  and  aavertise- 
ments.  You  have  the  upper 
hand  because  you  have  the  aol- 
lars  that  keep  them  afloat.  Use 
them  wisely. 

You,  the  Baptists  of 
Mississippi,  have  been  on  the 
front  lines  battUng  for  Christian 
values  this  past  year.  Sometimes 
that  battle  has  been  at  the 
Capitol  but  most  often  it  has 
been  in  your  community.  Right 
now  the  citizens  of  Alcorn 
County  are  facing  a  liquor  refer¬ 
endum  next  TueMay,  December 
13^.  They  should  be  enjoying 
the  Christmas  season  but  our 
foes  and  enemies  never  rest. 


Therefore,  the  battles  continue. 
Pray  for  Alcorn  County  as  they 
vote  on  this  most  important 
issue  next  week. 

The  Christian  Action 
Commission  staff  and  our 
Board  of  Trustees  thank  you  for 
your  support  and  prayers 
throughout  2005.  Next  year  we 
will  face  many  of  the  same  old 
foes  along  wifn  some  new  on«. 
Beginning  in  January  our  legis¬ 
lators  wm  be  in  session.  "Vour 
help  will  be  needed  to  get  some 
bills  passed  and  some  killed.  I 
encourage  you  to  choose  a  leg¬ 
islator  to  pray  for  every  single 
day  throughout  the  session. 
Most  of  ^em  have  a  sincere 
desire  to  do  what  is  morally 
right  and  just. 

Lee  Yancey,  Rita  Wood,  and 
I  pray  for  you  to  have  a  Merry 
Christmas  that  is  filled  with 
Christ  and  a  New  Year  that  is 
filled  with  God's  presence 
and  peace. 

Porter  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission.  He  can  be  reached  at 
jporter^hristianaction.com. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more 
information  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax 

us  at  (662)  455-6743. _ _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 

Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 .  _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  |ACKSON,  CHRIST¬ 
IAN  OWNED.  All  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  wiixkjws,  metal  and  shingle 
roofs,  patk)  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms. 
(601 )  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax 
illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  call 

(800)  368-2705. _ 

GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway,  $65/nite.  Call  for  information 
at  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251) 
689-9982  or  pdiwQworldnet.att.net. 
HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT; 
We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  Relax  .  let 
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us  search  several  companies  so  we  may 
find  the  right  plan  and  premium  for  your 
individual  needs.  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
—  we  can  help!  Toll  free  (877)  232- 

0686. _ _ _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Quality  health  coverage 
at  truly  affordable  rates!  We  have  saved 
many  Mississippi  families  a  hundred 
plus  fjer  month.  What  will  we  save 
you?  Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232- 
0686.  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance,  we  can 

help! _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 

WWW. Iowermvphonebill.com/haroldtt. 

THE  WISTFUL  LAND  OF  HANS 
CHRISTIAN  ANDERSON,  join  Bill  and 
Margarita  Stanford  on  a  14-day  cruise  of 
Scarnlinavia  and  St.  Petersburg  on  Star 
Princess,  May  23-June  5,  2006.  Call  (601 ) 

924-1 593  for  a  free  brochure. _ 

PIANO  TUNING:  I  also  repair,  buy,  sell, 
refinish  and  move  pianos.  Ask  about 
FREE  church  tunings,  35  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Call  Ron  for  appointment  (225) 

328-5961 . _ _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

FA  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR,  music  and 
A'V,  dual  worship  (contemporary/ 
traditional)  in  west  St.  Louis  County, 
MO.  Send  resume  to  music  search 
committee,  Ballwin  Baptist  Church, 
15101  Manchester  Road,  Baldwin, 
MO  63011-4629. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
PICAYUNE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  children's  minister.  Please  send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  477,  Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn; 

personnel  committee. _ 

SALEM-TROY  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
is  searching  for  a  Director  of  Missions. 
Please  send  resumes  or  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  search  committee,  Salem-Troy 
Baptist  Association,  51  County  Road 
2233,  Troy,  AL  36079. 


For  The  "Right  Deal" 
On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  BUI  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


Cwpff******  Bus  Sales,  the  exdtuwe  Biu  Provider  for 
L^Wa^  Churct  Buvev,  not  on^r  sells  btises...we  keep 
up  with  safety  issues,  legislation,  regulations  and 
insurance  considerations... 

VO  you  can  make  an  inf orm^  purchase! 


mBCD 


Anmrtai’B PI  Chunh BuBDmhr 


"Hearing  is  BClievinfl” 

For  a  FREE  conaultatkMi  call 
Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  HsMssburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  online  at  www.audiosefvices.org 

fessional  Sound  A 
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Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcv1@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated 
each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to 
pay  tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive, 
meaningful,  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is 
hopefully  designed  to  further  honor  with  taste 
and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends 


Nov.  21-Dec.  5 


Honors 

l^undi  Bcrgin 

Lydian  SSC.  FBC  Soso 
Mrs.  Milton  Bradley  (Janie  i 
B  Y  K  O  TA  SSC- 
FBC  Cleveland 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Dale 

Mr  &  Mrs.  B.  R  Taylor 
Danny  &  Gwen  Daves 

Ms.  BaitMua  A.  GrifTin 
Mrs.  Glen  I'bber  (Becky) 

B  Y.K.O  T.A  SSC 
FBC  Cleveland 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Foster 

Mrs.  Nellie  R.  Harmon 
Mrs.  Lucy  Fowler 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Martha  Hancock 

Lydian  SSC.  FBC  Soso 
Virginia  Hatboroe 

Lydian  SSC.  FBC  Soso 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  BiU  Horne 

Mr  &  Mrs  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  A1  Horton 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Rory  Lee 
Mrs.  Millie  Hyder 

Mrs.  Nellie  R.  Harmon 
Ernestine  Jefcoat 

Lydian  SSC,  FBC  Soso 
Jeanette  McCarty 

Lydian  SSC,  FBC  Soso 
Dr.  Levon  Moore 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Odom 

b.y'k.o.t.a  ssc- 

FBC  (Tleveland 
Mrs.  Fannie  Peeples 

Pally  &  Beth  Ann  Sullender 
Larry  &  Palti  .Seago 

Ms.  Kim  l>>hcfty 
Carolyn  Stewart 

Mrs.  Martha  E.  Napoli 
■Kirk  Taylor 

Ms.  Patricia  T  White 
Mrs.  Opal  V  ickers 

Tnple  W  Club.  Walthall  BC 
N(»rma  Ward 

Mary  SSC”.  F'BC',  C'itlumbta 


IMk.\i<)RIai,.s 

Johnny  Abel 

Ms.  Cilinnis  Williams 
Mr.  W.  H.  Akins 

Tallahassee  Memorial  Hospiiat- 
C'lmical  l.aboraU>r>  StafI 
Roddis  Anders 

(ialilec  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Lila  Baker 

Ja  &  Tracy  l.eachman 
Rex  A.  Baker 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Horace  L.  McCool 
Mr.  Jacky  Bnlof 

Mr.  dt  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Ms.  Shariyn  BakzeU 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
Shariynn  BaRzell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cjcorge  M.  Eagle 
Eyvonne.  Ken  &  Ronny  Horn 
Elsie  V,  Barnes 

Mrs.  1.  H.  Howell 
Jim  Beall 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  F  Pctiey 
Rev.  John  Harold  BeChune 
Mrs.  John  H.  Bethune 
<>rady  L.  Bibby,  Sr. 

Ms.  Rachel  Bibby  &  Children 
W.  T.  Biffle 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Maxwell  R.  Crausby 
Mrs.  Hilda  Nell  Bourne 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  D.  Nunnery 
Pal  Clark 

Mrs.  (Tharlotte  Freeman 
Joey  Hathom 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Calvin  Hathom 
Thelma  Jones 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Sidrtey  Little 
Brenda  Roberts 
Clara  M.  Roberts 
Ms.  Cjrace  M.  Grubbs 
Charles  Craddock  Boyd 

Mr.  Sl  Mrs.  Myron  Johnson 
Glen  Bridges 

Mrs  Bal  Mobley 
Velma  Brinson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  E.  Lee 
Charles  ^Tiartie**  Burch 
Ms.  Kaye  Williamson 
Mr  Ray  Busby 

Ms.  Mary  Lynn  Davis 
C'.H.  Carraway 

Bobby  &  Patsy  Brock 
Mildred  Barlow  C'aughman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Caughman 
Wayne  ('learman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Boh  Cireen 
Mrs.  Mary  C'libum 

Pally  Tynes  &  Family 
Roger  ('ole 

Mrs  Mary  E.  McCall 
Mrs.  Margery  Collum 

Ms  Mary  Lynn  Davis 
FraiKes  Cox 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C'harlcs  F.  Bivtand 
Alien  Ray  ('umming.s 

Tinsley  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Stella  Currie 

Mrs  Charliillc  C.  Cjrahani 
C'ecil  Davidson 

Mr  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
C'liflon  (Buddy)  Davis 

Mr.  &  Mrs  James  R  Blair 
Mrs.  V.B.  Davis 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A  M.  HakIiki 
Troy  Davis 

The  Donny  Wilson’s 
Bruce  Dawson 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  C.  Hankins 
Viviaa  Domm 

Dr.  dt  Mrs.  Rory  Lee 
Mrs.  Doude 

Ms.  Dorothy  P  Ward 
Dr.  Dwight  Dudley 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
Mr  Jessie  W.  DuUncy 

Bobby  &  Palsy  Brock 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Camith 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Eskridge 

Mrs.  Myrt  McCormick 
Mrs.  William  V.  Evans  (Gladys  Boxx) 
Mr.  Jeffrey  Mark  Scobey 
Holly  Fairley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Branscume  Jr. 
Bob  Ford 

Ms.  Ethel  D.  Fulford 
Mr.  Carl  Bruce  (>anier 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cooper  Sharp 
Mrs.  Carroll  Gartin  * 

Mrs.  Joy  D.  Roberts 
Mrs.  Ina  Mae  Gos 

Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Fannie  Merle  Graves 

Lester  &  Bette  Herringtcm 
Chris  Hainsey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Clayton  Walker  Hamric 

Miss  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Stanley  Hathorn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Doruid 
Mrs.  Katie  Kemp 
Mrs.  Mildren  El.  Henningtoo 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  B.  Carruth 
Mavis  Hobby 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Causey 
Forrest  A  Eva  Holcombe 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Pearson  Jr. 
Dennb  Hudson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Donald 
Benton  Ingram 

y  Frances  A  Richie  Defenbaugh 
Mr.  R.A.  Irby 

Mrs.  Joy  D.  Roberts 
IMyrrha  El.  Jarvis 

Ix'sler  A  Bette  Herrington 
Mrs.  Jan  (lault  Jayroe 

Ms.  Blanche  F  White 
Koinonia  SSC’.  FBC-Louisville 
Mrs.  Hillie  Lynn  Arthur 
Claire  A  Ji>hn  Harlow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald  Buchanan 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Donald 
Agnes  Fleming 
Mae  Haggard 
Ms.  Nancy  J.  Haggard 
Mrs.  Mera  C.  Hall 
Dr  A  Mrs  Ri»ry  lax 
Mv  Judy  K  Locke 
Mr.  Brian  W'  McIX*well 
Mrs.  Janis  .S.  McDowell 
Ms.  Corinne  K.  Mills 
Mrs.  Robert  B.  Mullin.s 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ji>e  Gglelree 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kam  (Juinn 
Mrs.  Mary  Jean  Reddick 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  E.  Rogers  Sr. 

Dr.  A  Mis.  Clark  Strange 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  BUly  W.  Thompson 
Ms.  CohniK  F.  Willis 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  F  Ballard  Jr. 
Mrs.  Rebecca  T.  Giffio 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Keeier 
Ms.  Anna  Majure  Royston 
Eddie  Martin  Boyd 
Miss  Celeste  Cade 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Chilton 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Felder 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  M.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Armeies  A.  Martin 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  A.  Ryiming 
Mrs.  Cathehne  F.  Walraven 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Ray  Smith 
Etbd  M.  Jones 

Joseph  A  Bobbie  Lannon 
Mr.  Joe  Jones 

Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Frederick  William  Kahimus 
Mis.  Carrie  $.  Evans 
Ruth  Kitchens 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Russell  A.  Barnett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.W.  Lanicford 
Ms.  Rcbekah  Lankford 
Dr.  John  C.  Lawrence 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Mahon 
Mrs.  Juanita  Floyd  Leake 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Wilapn  Lutz 

Ms.  Myrtle  Goolsby  A  Family 

Angie  Magee 

Chuck  A  Traci  Holland  &  Children 
Mickey  A  Joyce  Schrader 
Kimble  Makamson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  O'Neal  Jr. 

Mr.  Jim  Martin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Th<Mna.v  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Mrs.  Karen  Mclyemorr 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
NaiKy  Mcl^eod 

Mrs.  Chrislelle  W.  Ashley 
l,e«Niard  Melts 

Misses  Sue  A  Heitie  E.  Williams 
Kathleen  Miller 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Phillip  K  Hilton 
Eld  Davis  Noble 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  Frank  O.  ('rosthwait  Jr. 
Mrs.  Ruse  Nowell 

Mr,  A  Mrs  Ihomas  A.  Ligon  Jr, 
James  &  Irene  Pearstm 

Mr.  A  Mrs  J.  W.  Pearvm  Jr. 

Mr.  Clayton  Peoples 

Ms.  Margaret  B  Barham 
Mr.  Buddy  Porter 

Mr’&  Mis.  Harold  F'.  Miley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  FI.  S.  Roberts  Jr. 
Vonnie  Prince 

Ruth  SSC'.  Jumper  Cm>ve  BC' 
O.L.  Rairver 

Thirteenth  Avenue  lharmacy  &  Staff 
Carolyn  Riddell 

Misses  Sue  A  Hcitic  E.  Williams 
Johnny  Robinson 


.The  Donny  Wilson’s 
Mr.  Roy  Rodgers,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Parker 
Ann  D.  Rogers 

Mrs.  Joy  L.  Harris 
Mr.  Earl  L.  Routh 

Mr.  Kenneth  L.  Fearday 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  O.  Luehder 
Rev.  Harold  Weeks  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  GrifTin 
Ms.  Barbara  A.  Griffin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Aurandt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  Dismuke 
Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Virgie  Pearl  Russell 

Graeber  Brothers.  Iim:. 
Ma^koUa  Sanders 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Ben  Sanders 

Mrs.  Mary  Flelen  Sims 
Evelyn  Sharpe 

Frances  A  Richie  Defenbaugh 
Donald  ‘^hkk**  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Smith 
Lance  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Quin 
Don  Sneed  .\ 

Hrsl  Baptist  Church,  McLain 
George  Speir 

Cascilla  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Pale  E.  Brown  Jr.&  Family 
Mrs.  Juanita  Stevenson 
Mrs.  Linda  Gordon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.W.  Stewart 

Bobby  A  Deanie  Stewart 
Ann  Howell  Sturdivant 

Mr.  Sherrell  R.  Sturdivant 
Buddy  Sullivan 

Ms.  Helen  Russom 
Excell  Taylor 

Frank  aitd  Lirtda  Turman 
Mr.  Edwin  Tbead 

Mr  William  B.  Webb 
Birney  Threadgill 

Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Evans 
Howard  &  Inez  Treadway 

Scott  A  Sandra  Treadway 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Turnipseed 

Mr,  A  Mrs.  Get>rge  A.  I.ce 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronnie  G.  Beck 
Fldward  Earl  Walker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Melvin  A.  Lutcr 
Sarah  Summers  Wardlaw 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Rory  Lee 
.luanita  Warren 

Gird  A  Rhonda  Warren 
Billy  Waters 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Carl  R.  Wwlery 

Mrs.  (fail  Wealhersly 

Stanton  Baptist  C'hurch 
Donna  Taylor  Williamson 
Ms.  Jean  O'Bnen 
Mrs.  Eldilh  l.overn  Yancey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  IXmnic  F.  IjOvcH 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
would  like  to  announce 
the  launching  of  our  new 
and  improved  website. 

www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 

Please  take  time  to  explore  it. 

You  will  find  new  features  such  as: 

•  BCV  staff  contact  list 

•  Current  volunteer  needs 

•  Current  news 

•  Admissions  information 

•  Online  donations 

•  And  much  more! 


Rev.  Wayne  Edwards  of  Meridian  and  Mr.  Roy  Fountain  of 
Forest  were  recently  recognized  by  Rory  Lee,  BCV  Executive 
Director,  as  the  newest  members  jrf  Tne  Baptist  Children's 
Board  of  Trustees. 


2006  Board  of  Trustees 

Newly  Elected  Members 


Rev.  Charles  Cooper  of  Rienzi  was  recently  elected  to 
serve  as  the  2006  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village. 


SlNDS'i  ScilOOl  llSSONS 


Family  Bible  Study 

Why  Me? 

Romans  1:1-7, 13-17 


B  anyone  say,  "You  can't  We  need  to  ask  God  to  set  A  servai 
really  be  argent  us  apart  to  the  Gospel  so  we  role  for  a  s 
enough  to  believe  that  can  live  daily  as  servants  of  free  will  f< 
Christianity  knows  Christ  Jesus.  This  was  Paul's  sons.  A  si 
the  only  way  to  live  —  starting  point  for  this  letter  he  the  master 
can  you?"  Or  have  wrote  the  Roman  Church,  independe 
you  heard  anyone  say:  American  independence  and  moves.  Pai 
'He  comes  from  a  dif-  "can  do"  attitude  has  a  hard  in  Romans 
ferent  culture.  Why  time  dealing  with  the  idea  of  him  apart  1 
not  let  him  believe  becoming  a  slave.  It  is  hard  in  Then  i) 
whatever  he  was  our  American  culture  to  not  Paul  says, 
taught  in  his  culture?"  be  ashamed  of  becoming  a  among  th< 
Our  focal  text  for  this  les-  slave.  When  you  read  this  to  belong 
son  ends  with  Paul  ei^laining  verse  in  translations  like  the  This  is  gO( 
further:  "For  in  the  Gospel  a  New  International  Version  have  accej 

that  use  the  word  servant  Lord.  We, 
rather  than  slave  it  is  hard  to  apostles  [ 
get  the  full  impact  of  what  snare  God 
Paul  was  saying  when  he  said  apart  for  tl 
I  am  a  slave  of  Christ  Jesus.  Paul  hi 
To  truly  The  HCSB  use  of  the  word  Rome  and 
1  accept  the  slave  more  clearly  translates  people  he 
.  a  matter  of  what  Paul  was  saying.  Paul  does  not  k 
beginning  to  was  a  proud  Roman  citizen  and  has  i 
hank  God  for  who  frpm  time  to  time  used  church.  I 
th  that  leads  his  Roman  citizenship  to  pro-  makes  it 
if  we  have  vide  him  with  greater  oppor-  apply  the 
Jesus  Christ  tunities.  Paul  was  a  Pharisee  could  knoi 
Savior,  and  and  Jewish  ruler  and  rabbi. 

;rstand  those  With  this  background  it  was 
lerstand  our  no  small  change  of  attitude  to 
come  to  faith  proudly  proclaim  himself  a 
nderstand.  slave. 


By  Don  Hicks 


_  going  on  here.  "For  the 

message  of  the  cross  is 
ivith  the  foolishness  to  those 
am  not  who  are  perishing,  but  u 
Gospel?"  to  us  v\mo  are  being  ^ 

^our  daily  saved  it  is  the  power  of  God," 
you  are  (1  Corinthians  1:18).  Actually, 

in?  there  is  an  unfortunate  amount  _  _ _ 

?ason  that  of  similarity  in  the  society  Paul  righteousness 
d  of  the  lived  and  the  one  we  bve  in.  revealed,  a  righteousness  that 
t  is  the  Many  folks  really  believe  they  is  by  faith  from  first  to  last, 
salvation  know  more  than  God  and  cer-  just  as  it  is  written:  'The  right- 
eves:  first  tainly  are  wiser  than  the  super-  eous  will  live  by  faith,"' 
for  the  stitions  of  religion. 

^6).  When  Paul  said  "but  we  preach 
how  hard  Christ  crucified:  a  stumbling 
in  a  way  block  to  Jews  and  foolishness 
'  we  are  to  Gentiles,"  (I  Corinthians 
5  it  causes  1:23).  You  might  choose  to  use 
IS  to  help  different  names  for  the  groups 
is  saying  who  consider  the  Christian 
:r  of  God  Gospel  foolishness  or  find  it  a 
live  this  stumbling  block  but  doesn't 
the  sentence  sound  like  a 
er  to  the  description  of  21st  century 
IS  what  is  America.  Have  you  heard 


Hicks  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible  ri^Ssness'**''^^? 

"Call  to  Faith"  S! 

Romans  10:1-4,  8-18b,  21  eousness  by  the  kw 

failed  to  attain 
righteousness.  The 

By  Shirley  Heap _  "you  can  only  go  as  far  stone,  which  is  Christ, 

as  hearing  distance.  was  laid  before  them. 

Paul's  writings  of  good  news  Then  when  I  call,  you  Heap  "They  stumbled  over 

bring  out  such  heartrelt  concern  must  answer  by  the  sec-  ^  the  stumbling  stone." 

for  h|s  own  people,  the  Jews.  Can  ond  caU  or  you  are  in  trouble."  (Rom.  9:26b). 
you  imagine  living  in  die  day  of  One  day  I  could  not  get  a  As  God's  chosen  pecple,  even 
Christ  and  hearing  His  teachmgs  response  when  I  called.  After  ^they  could  not  achieve  sdvation 
and  rejecting  them?  We  must  not  rounding  them '  up,  we  were  on  their  own  attempts  to  keep 
speak  too  harshly  of  the  Jew's  discussing  the  ongmal  plan,  the  law.  One  must  come  to  real- 
rejection.  Today,  many  who  have  The  youngest  said,  '^ut  Mama,  ize  that  only  through  the  Son  of 
been  totally  uiunersed  in  the  we  didn't  hear  you  vmtil  the  God  can  we  receive  salvation. 
Gospel  weeic  after  week  seem  to  third  call."  Oh,  how  much  like  "Not  of  yourselves...  lest  any 
feel  the  need  "to  be  good  little  children  we  are.  Hearing,  man  should  boast."  (Eph  2:8) 
enough."  This  lesson,  "C^  to  but  unheeding  we  feel  the  Lord  This  seemed  to  be  Paul's  theme 
Faith,"  has  great  truths  that  will  call  again.  Yes,  we  always  song.  Paul  spoke  of  "having  a 
many  cannot  grasp.  Would  that  have  an  answer  ready  that  zeal  for  God,"  yet  not  knov\^g 
all  may  heed  this  caU.  begins  with,  "But..."  about  God's  righteousness,  we 

Asayotmgpastor's  wife,  we  set  out  to  establish  our  own 

were  blesseof  to  live  in  rural  We  Cannot  Save  Ourselves,  righteousness  by  "good  works." 

areas  most  of  our  ministry.  Romans  10:1-4  (Ifom.  10:3) 

Coming  from  city  Ufe,  our  boys  Last  week  we  saw  our  great 

were  eager  to  explore  the  need  for  God's  mercy.  Paul  asks  We  Can  Be  Saved  by  Faith, 

wooded  area  around  our  the  question,  "What  shall  we  (Rom.  10:8-13) 

house.  My  only  orders  were,  say  then?  (Rom.  9:30a)  The  Salvation  by  faith  seems  to 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  .  and  all  photc^ 

news  ana  photographs  of  special  events  ping.  Pn^ogn 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  church^  ^  Nolaridscape- 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. .  photographs 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  ^  ^  ancVor  photof 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  m 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch  ^ 

paper,  or  (cjneady  printed  on  standardized  1  publication  da 

toons  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  aiti-  Artidea  dial 

cles  must  be  receded  in  writing'  no  articles  be  piiWtihcd  f 

will  be  accepted-over  the  telephone.  ReqiMtt  to  ipl 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  ii  iwirtmiuttait 

to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  orhat,  «i4Mn,  where  details  of  be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JI%G  hie  via 

tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  either  (a)  e-maii,  (b)  tfiree-arxi^a-half  ini^  'SttllMlNiM 

mail  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threats,  address  and  tel^one  number.  hoppv  disk,  or  (c)  CO.  Photos  must  bo 

no  text  attachments  will  he  accepted.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  ci^.  sharp,  and  v^l-lighted. 

'Photograph  attachments  are  permissible.  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 


Lottie  offering  plays  crucial  role  around  world 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Lives  around  the  world 
are  being  eternally  changed  by  Southern  Baptists'  gen¬ 
erous  support  or  International  Mission  Board  (1MB) 
workers  through  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
(LMCO),  IMB  missionary  Judy  Miller  says. 

"People "have  embraced  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  —  not 
as  a  religion,  but  in  a  personal  relationship,  because  of 
Southern  Baptists'  sacrificial  giving,"  reports  Miller, 
who  works  in  Cotonou,  Benin.  She  serves  in  a  region 
of  Africa  where  half  the  population  follows  Islam. 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  funds  provided  sup¬ 
port  for  missionaries  and  volimteers  to  traverse  the 
African  bush  to  conduct  a  medical  clinic  that  treated 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  in  southern  Benin.  A 
woman  who  suffered  at  least  three  years  from  an  excru¬ 
ciating  toothache  walked  a  long  distance  seeking  help.  A 
volunteer  physician  used  equipment  from  his  bag  to 
I  remove  the  woman's  abscessed  teeth. 

When  the  woman  realized  her  pain  was  gone,  she 
began  dancing.  She  heard  a  presentation  of  the  Gospel. 
She  saw  Christ's  love  in  action  as  missionaries  and  vol¬ 
unteers  tended  to  her  sick  and  feeble  neighbors.  i 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  the  woman  who  had  suf¬ 
fered  so  long  shouted,  "I'm  saved.  I'm  saved!" 

Southern  Baptists'  gifts  directly  influenced  this 
woman's  opportunity  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  her  per¬ 
sonal  Savior  and  Lord.  They  also  continued  Southern 
Baptists'  recent  trend  of  sacrificial  giving  —  and  2005 
has  been  no  different.  The  International  Mission  Board 
received  almost  $17  million  to  meet  the  needs  of 
tsunami  victims  in  Asia.  The  North  American  Mission 
Board  and  other  organizations  have  received  similar 
gifts  for  hurricane  victims  in  the  United  States. 

"We  live  in  a  world  where  there  is  a  constant 
demand  for  funding  that  goes  to  worthy  causes  for  the 
victims  of  terrorism,  tsunami  sufferers  in  Asia,  and 
now  tragedy  on  our  home  soil  in  the  southern  United 
States  caused  by  [hurricanes],"  Miller  says. 


"Thank  you,  Souffiem  Baptists,  for  not  negat¬ 
ing  your  call  to  go  to  the  en^  of  the  earth  shar¬ 
ing  Jesus  Christ  and  His  message  of  redemption. 
Thaaik  you  for  caring  and  ministering  to  'the 
least  of  these'  in  the  name  of  Jesus." 

During  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  International 
Missions  (Dec.  4-11),  Soumem  Baphsts  tradi¬ 
tionally  give  generously  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  The  national  goal  for  this 
year's  Lottie  Moon  offering  is  $1W  million  — 
eveiy  penny  of  which  will  used  to  support 
5,122  missionaries  around  the  world.  The 
International  Mission  Board  relies  on  the 
Lottie  Moon  offering  for  more  than  half  of  its 
annual  income. 

"We  rejoice  that  this  year  has  been  one  of  the 
highest  in  terms  of  long-term  missionaries 
appointed,"  said  IMB  President  Jerw  Rankin,  a 
Mississippi  native  and  graduate  of  B^tist-affili- 
ated  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton.  "Continuing 
that  trend  will  be  contingent  on  God  providing 
the  support  needed  through  our  churcnes." 


that  trend  will  be  contingent  on  God  providing  yOl 
the  support  needed  through  our  churcnes."  burial  i 

Rankin  noted  that  unprecedented  opportu-  1 3  mil 
nities  for  spiritual  harvest  exist  in  many  places  Africa  • 
—  and  a  lost  world  depends  on  Southern  jpg  rati 
Baptists'  cooperative  efforts  to  support  their 
missionaries.  In  a  year  of  tragedy  at  home, 
churches  must  help  one  another  meet  missionaries' 
ongoing  needs  abroad. 

^We  nave  somewhere  between  500  and  1,000  church¬ 
es  that  just  aren't  there  anymore  because  of  the  hurri¬ 
canes"  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  said  David  Steverson,  IMB  vice 
president  of  finance.  "So  other  Southern  Baptist  churches 
need  to  step  up  and  stand  in  the  gap  for  those  churches 
that  are  —  at  least  temporarily  —  out  of  commission. 

"Southern  B^tists  nave  always  responded  in  times 
of  great  stress.  Tnis  is  a  period  or  great  stress  both  here 
and  abroad,  and  we  re  confident  that  Southern 
Baptists  will,  once  again,  respond  to  the  challenge  to 
support  our  missionaries." 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  International  Mission  Board 
trustees  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  trustees  set  an  example  for 
all  Southern  Baptists  as  they  personally  pledged 
$114,061  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering.  AIT  85 
IMB  trustees  participated  in  the  offering,  promising 
$4,000  more  than  their  original  goal.  They  pledged  an 
average  of  $1,342  each. 

mth  the  number  of  long-term  missionaries 
appointed  this  year  being  the  hipest  in  the  history  of 
Southern  Baptists,  it  is  vital  our  gifts  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  be  the  greatest 
as  well,"  said  Ken  Whitten,  semor  pas 


YOUNG  ORPHANS  — Two  young  African  boys  stand  atop  the 
burial  site  of  their  parents  who  died  of  AIDS.  The  boys  are  among 
13  million  African  children  orphaned  by  the  AIDS  epidemic  in 
Africa  —  and  the  number  continues  to  rise  each  year  at  an  alarm¬ 
ing  rate.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Stand  for  Africa) 
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tor  of  Idlewild  Baptist  Church  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  and 
chairman  of  the  IMB  trustee  finance  committee. 
"Nothing  speaks  to  us  about  Christmas  more  than  the 
word  'sacrifice'  —  God's  gift  to  us,  Jesus'  life  for  us 
and  missionaries'  service  to  the  Lord  because  of  us. 

"Your  gift  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
will  make  it  possible  for  all  the  nations  to  hear  of  God's 
gift  and  Jesus'  life.  'For  God  so  loved  the  world.  He 
gave....'  Will  you  be  like  Him  and  do  the  same?  My 
prayer  is  we  all  will." 

Nearly  one  in  four  Southern  B^tist  churches  did  not 
particmate  in  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  in 
2004.  But  there's  still  plenty  of  time,  IMB  officials  say,  for 
all  churches  to  consider  what  God  is  leading  each  believ¬ 
er  to  mve  so  the  Gospel  can  be  shared  with  all  peoples. 

"V«th  more  than  «X),000  people  coming  to  saving  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  and  being  oaptized  last  year.  Southern 
Baptists'  efforts  do  have  eternal  impact,"  Steverson  said. 

In  this  season  of  giving  near  the  end  of  a  year  of 
great  need,  what  is  the  hottest  Christmas  gift? 

Missionary  Judy  Miller  believes  it's  the  gift  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  —  as  exhibited  by  the  West  African  woman 
who  celebrated  salvation  on  the  day  of  her  new  birth. 
It's  the  same  gift  believers  celebrate  when  they  remem¬ 
ber  the  birth  of  the  Savior.  As  Jesus  Christ  said,  "I  have 
come  that  they  may  have  life,  and  that  they  may  have 
it  niore  abundcmtly"  (John  10:10,  NKJV). 

le  interested  in  registering  their  church's  goal  for 
the  2005  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  may  do  so 
at  the  IMB's  ime.imb.org/goal  website.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  about  how  gifts  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  wm  impact  mis¬ 
sions,  visit  ime.imb.oig/offering. 
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